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Letter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting the 
information required by a resoluiion of the Llouse 
of Representatives, of the 26h December, 1836, in 
relalion to 
THE NAVY YARD AT PENSACOLA. 

Navy DerarRTMENT, December 29, 1836. 


Sir: In compliance with the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 26th instant, direct- 
ing the Secretary of the Navy to communicate to the 
House the report of the naval commission who have 
been recently engaged in the examination of the na- 
vy yard at Pensacola, and the report of Commodore 
Stewart on the same subject, I have the honor to 
transinit to the House copies of the papers called foi 
by that resolution. 

I am with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
MAULON DICKERSON. 
The honorable the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives of U. 8. 


Pensacota, September 27, 1836. 


Str: We have the honor to submit to you, (as 
commissioners to whom was assigned the planning of 
the navy yard at this place,) in compliance with your 
instructions of July 8, a plan of the navy yard, wiih 
ali the docks, slips, and buildings, which, in all prob 
ability, will in future be required tor the pubiic ser- 
vice, and which appears to us necessary, at a station 
of such high national importance as this seems to the 
cominissioners to be. 

The commissioners have been obliged to keep in 
view some peculiarities attending this extensive bay, 
- such as its almost constant and strong ebb-tides, the 
destructive eifects of the marine worin, and the inva- 
riable sandy nature of the soil. 

Under the influence of these considerations, they 
deemed it essential, and therefore projected on the 
plan, a sea wall, sufficient to afford all the wharfing 
accoinmodation for ships in ordinary. repairing, mast- 
ing, or fitting for service, as weil as all transports em- 
ployed in bringing the necessary supplies for the es- 
tablishment at any future time. 

About a quarter of a mile in the rear of the navy 
yard there exists a constant freshwater lake, adequate 
to the supply at all times of water for the wet dock 
which this sea-wall willform, to furnish all that may 
be required in the navy yard in case of fire, and suf- 
ficient for watering the shipsof war. Thus the fresh 
water in the wet dock will prevent the ecfeet of worms 
on the dry dock gates, as weil as all wooden strac- 
tures in its vicinity; it will also furnish the means of 
destroying the living principle on grass, barnacles, 
and other fouling substances of ships bottoms, and 
act as acleanserto their copper on coming froin. sea, 
ai well as to preserve their bottems from fouling 
while repairing, fifting, or lying in ordinary at the 
navy yard. The rigeing-loftis placed near the rope- 
walk for convenience sake, on part of the sea-wall 
wharf, and under it we contemplate having sniicient 
store room for cables and cordaze, handy to be pure: 
board ships in its nekhb xi, or boats to convey 
to shins elsewhere, with as little manual labor as pos- 
sible. Tie sail-loft is also conveniently placed on 

he sea-wall wharf with the same view; and under- 
neath store room will be found sufficient for all the 
pitch, tar, turpentine, rosin, and oil, where they will 
be convenient to water carriage, as well as for extin- 
guishing those combustible articles should they acci- 


a 
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jdentally take fire. On the opposite anale of the sea- 
; wall we have placed the building slips, boat and mast 
j|houses, with the heavy blacksmithery, anchor, and 
tank foundries, castings, and plumberies, from whence 
all those heavy appurtenances for ships of war canbe 
conveniently boated and transported; and with a 
view to concentrate the necessary woiking fires as 
much as possible, we have located the cooper-shop, 
bakehouse, and cook-house in the vicinity, with the 
accommodations for negro laborers, near the entrance’ 
gate, under the eye of the marine guard there station- 
ea. 

The commissioners, in obedience to the further in- 
structions of the department of August 10, made a 
reconnoisance of the grounds contiguous to the navy 
yard for a site for the marine barracks ; and they find 
the ground to the right too unequal in its surface, and 
too many water-pools on and about it, to answer that 
purpose. On the left, the ground is more favorable, 
and would present an eligible position stretching 
along the front of the bay, open and airy, with a 
pleasant water yiew; buthere the ground is, in part, 
occupied with settlements under lease from the Gov. 
ernmentswhich might not be conveniently or easily 
got rid of; in Which case, there only remains the rear 
of the navy yard, about five hundred feet in depth, 


| with the same extent as.the navy yard; which would 


a‘ford ample room to erect all the necessary buildings, 
accommodations, gardens, and parade ground that 
may at any time be found necessary. 

The commissioners, in compliance with your let. 
ter of August 20th, have examined the Two several 
places vointed out as eligible sites for a navy yard 
‘within this bay; thatis to say, the Navy Cove, op- 
posite the town of Pensacola, and a place above the 
town called five-fathom Hole. The former, (Navy 
Cove,) the commissioners are of opinion would not 
answer the purpose at all, and is liable to very many 
objections ; its location is beyond the reach of any 
immediate protection from the fortifications or their 
garrisons, for any small military expedition would be 
able to surprise it through the Santa Rosa sound; it 
is shut in from the advantages of the sea breezes, and, 
conseqnently, excessively hot for laborers and me- 
chanics; and, indeed, were those disadvantages re- 
moved, the extent of the flats is tou great to be over- 
coine without very heavy expenditures. With res- 
pect to the latter, (Five-fathom Hole,) the cemmis- 
sioners cannot discover any advantages over the pre- 
sent location to induce their recommending a change ; 
ships there placed would be much exposed to the 
great range of easterly winds, which are the strong- 
est that blow in this quarter; itis, also, at the head 
of the deep water in the bay, and will be that portion 
of it most likely to fill up and shallow hereafter, 
when the surrounding country becomes cleared, cul- 
tivated, and liable to wash froin the heavy rains of 
the summer season, 

Ail of which is most respectfully submitted, 

By vour obedient servants, 
CHS. STEWART, 
A.J. DALLAS, Commissioners. 
W.C. BOLTON, 5 
To Hox. Ma:tz:,0n Dickerson, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


PHILADELPHIA, November 20, 1836, 
Str: In you8 instructions directed to me of the 
8th July last, relative to the plan for the construction 
ot the navy yard at Pensacola, you direct that « all 
the buildings and improvements should be compris- 
ed in the plan which at any futnre time would be ne, 
cessary at that yard ;”’ and that “an enlarged view 
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should be taken of all the matters connected with it 
as a dock yard, or a building and repairing establish- 
ment.” Having completed a plan for the improve- 
ments of the yard, and submitted it to you, I beg leave 
now to submit to you, also, some ideas which occur- 
ed to me in taking that enlarged view of this estab- 
lishment which your instructions seemed to aim at, 
In studying the position of Pensacola with refer- 
ence not only to our own adjacent coast, and the 
great outlet of the Mississippi which it is so favora- 
bly placed to protect, but also to the neighboring 
countries of Mexico and the islands of Cuba, Jainai- 
ca, and St. Domingo, which are all liable at some fu- 
ture period to be occupied by nations’at enmity with 
the United States, the national importance of the 
place could not but force itself on my mind, and ex- 
cited some surprise that it had not hitherto attracted 
more the attention of the Government. In evidence 


in the Gulf of Mexico, asa naval force at Brest or 
Cherbourg would be for the protection of the south 
of France and her commerce in the Mediterranean. 
Indeed, the ships at our northern ports would be still 
less available than the French ships under those. cir- 
cumstances; for, owing to the circuitous navigation 
round the south of Cuba, which the strong currents 
of the Gulf of Florida, render necessary, it would 
take from thirty to fifty days for a fleet to reach the 
Gulf of Mexico from any port in our north Atlantic 
coast. The Natchez, sloop-of-war, in which I took 
my passage, in the fulfilment of the orders of the 8th 
of July last, took thirty-four days to get from New 
York to Pensacola; and the year preceding, the same 
ship was fifty-six days in conveying Commodore Dal- 
las from New York to the same place. 


France, situated precisely, with respect to the Me- 





how little has as yet been done there, [ may mention 
the fact, that the revenue schooner Dexter had to re- 
sort to Charleston to get her sides caulked, and afew 
other trifling repairs which she needed. Yet, at the 
same time that the great section of our country, of 
which Pensaco!a must hereafter become the naval de 
pot, has been thus over looked, we find large appro- 
priations applied to the construction of navy yards 
in the middle and eastern States. Casual observers 
unacquainted with the lukewarmness with which the 
development of our naval energies has been prosecu- 
ted, might naturally conclude that this disparity had 
its origin in an indiiference to our true policy, or in 
sectional selfishness ; or how else could they account 
for the extraordinary fact, that our whole sea-board 
from Norfolk to the Sabine, an extent of nearly two 
thonsand miles, does not afford the means of even re- 
airing a sloop of war; whilst to the north and east, 
in less than one thousand miles of coast, the means 
not only for repairs, but for construction, are so sin- 
gularly multiplied, that in the Chesapeake waters we 
have two—the navy yards at Norfolk and Washing- 


ton; and in the’bay of Massachusetts, two others--one | 


at Portsmouth and one at Boston. ‘There is great de- 
ficiency in the southern section of our country, as 
respects preparation for naval defence, where it may 
be most needed, to protect the rich and exuberant re- 
gion which has its outlet in the straits of Florida.— 
In the event of war, every means would be wanting 
to alford a permanent protection for its great and val- 
uable products issuing forth through so inany arte- 
ries, and now rendering all Europe tributary to us, 
and promoting the prosperity not only of the States 
which produce them, but at the same time the wealth, 
ower, and aggrandizement of our whole Union.— 

hrough the Florida stream flow all the commerce 
and valuable productions of South Carolina, Georgia, 
Florida, Alabama, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississip- 
pi, Louisiania, Missouri, Indiana, and Illinois. All 
the produce of these various States, except that of 
South Carolina, and Georgia, must pass through the 
straits of Cape Florida, the only practicable ontlet of 
the great Gulf of Mexico, which is thus constituted 
for egress, a close sea, as much so as the Mediterran- 
ean, owing to the northeast trade wind which prevails 
to the South, and the island of Cuba, and thee Baha- 
mas closing itin on the east. 

All the States enumerated are highly interested in 
the establisment of an efficient naval depot within 
the Gulph of Mexico, embracing all the elements ne- 
cessasy for the repairs, construction, and equipment 
of ships of war, and the gradual acclimating of troops 
for southern service. 

By means of the strong current of the gulf stream, 
naval protection could be afforded to Georgia and 
South Carolina with as much facility and despatch 
from Pensacola as from any of our northern naval sta- 
tions ; and, on the contrary, a naval force rendezvons- 
ing at Portsmouth Boston, New York, or Norfolk. 
would be as unavailable for our coast and commerce 


diterranean, as the United States are to the Gulf of 
Mexico, found it necessary to establish her great na- 
val depot at Toulon; and Spain, with her establish- 
ment at Ferrol, and another at Cadiz, immediately by 
the strates of Gibraltar, could not protect her Medi- 
terranean commerce, without another formidable es- 
tablishment at Carthagena. Thus mustit be withthe 
United States. The Gulf of Mexico is our Mediter- 
ranean, and Pensacola will become our Toulon; also, 
at no distant period, some port on the coast of South 
Carolina or Georgia must furnish the same facilities 





as Cadiz, for the protection of the exterior mouth of 
the straits of Florida. F 
However inclined some may be to pass over this 
\important question, it does appear to me, that if our 
Government be true to the purposes of its institution, 
they will accord ample protection to every section of 
our Union. The period for according this protection 
mnay be delayed, to the injury of our interests, and 
the dishonor of our national character ; but it cannot 
be always avoided, for, in some future maritime war 
| —such as, sooner or later, must take place, and which 
| we may be engaged in—the productions of that vast 





empire, which has for its only outlet the straits of 
| Florida, will be effectually locked up, to the fatal in- 
jury of the country, or possibly to the dissolution of 
the Union. 

It is not probable that an enemy will hereafter ever 
attempt to make permanent conquest of any part of 
our territory ; yet past experience has shown us with 
what facility an inconsiderable military force, sus- 
tained by a naval one, could agitate our whole sea- 
board, harass the militia, burnsour towns and planta- 
tions, and arrest entirely our commerce and coasting 
jtrade, for the want of adequate means of defence, 
| proportioned to the resources and rear power of our 
country. Ata later period, we have seen with what 
facility ahandful of pirates, without territorial pro- 
tection, skulking into and ont of the harbors of the 
neighboring islands, could pillage and destroy our 
| vessels trading to the Carribean and Mexican seas, 
| and sacrifice the lives of our citizens with?relentless 
i barbarity. 

Foreign powers, with whom we are liable, from 
conflicting interests, to be brought into collision, bor- 
der our territory, and occupy a chain of formidable 
posts, stretching along and overlooking our whole 
southern coast—such as Jamaica, Mexico, Cuba, 
Bermudas, and the Bahamas; some of which are 
maintained at great expense, and might be the ren 
dezvous for future means of annoyance and attack o 
our territory and commerce. . 

The Gulf of Mexico and straits of Florida, consti- 
tuting as they do the outlet of so many productions 
of a rich and valuable nature, thus surrounded by va- 
rious nations, bid fair to be the scenes of much future 
contention, Our own interests in that quarter are of 
immense and rapidly increasing value, and which be- 
ing thus open to assault, it appears to me it would be 
a wise policy in our Government to provide the 











arsenals and establishment for ships of war ne- 
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cessary to the protection of our vast interests in that 
sea, and thus prevent its falling a prey to the rapa- 
cious grasp of future beiligerents, as well as to avoid 
the necessity of our ships ef war navigating (perhaps 
in acrippled condition) a dangerous coast of such ex- 
tent, to procure the necessary repairs and refit, from 
the destruction of battle, the disasters of the eleme nts 
and the decay incident to our vessels, and subject to 
great loss of time in going from and returuing to their 
stations at the south. 

The new principles of European policy and reform 
in relation to their American colonies, aided by the 
fanatics spread over our own country, exciting an in- 
surrectionary spirit among a numerous class of our 
south-western population, together with the cupidity 
which the rich productions of that country are ealeu- 
lated to create, seem to admonish us not to trust too 
far our own peaceful habits and passive disposition, 
but to apply all the means in the possession of the 
Government for the permanent defence of that inte- 
resting portion of the Union. 

If these impressions are just, it appears to me of 
the greatest importance that the construction of the 
dock and navy yard at Pensacola should be pushed 
on with all possible despatch; and that the navy 
should obtain there every essential to its efficiency ; 
and the Government and country should find at that 
place, on the first emergency, all the means of de- 
tence for the coast and its commerce. The best har- 
bor in the Gulf of Mexico, accessible at all seasons 
of the year, enjoying an exemption from tropical dis- 
eases, and a mild climate, nature seems to have form- 
ed it for the great naval depot and rendezvous for our 
ships destined to protect the Mexican seas. This 
harbor admits, with facility of ingress and egress, the 
largest sloops of war and merchant ships; but this 
will not be “ adequate to the future wants of the na- 
tion in the Gulf of Mexico.” The deepening of the 
bar, or entrance, so as to admit vessels of the largest 
class, is essential to that port, and is an experiment 
well worth trying. Should, however, the experiment 
fail, a new channel conld be cut through the island 
of St. Rosa, which, I should think, would not be a 
work of much difficulty, as the island is very narrow, 
and has deep water close to tlie shore on the sea side. 

The abundance of the finest timber for the con- 
struction and repairing of vessels of war, which 





grows onthe shore of the Gulf of Mexico, and im- 
mediately in the neighborhood of Pensacola, which 
now has to be transported to the northern navy yards | 
at great expense and labor, added to the facilities 


which the internal improvements in a state of pro-| 
gress in that country will afford fo: the transportation | 
of every material for fleets of war, constitutes a | 
strong reason for the early establishment of a school | 
of workmen and mechanics, so essential to the ends | 
proposed, of meeting “any future wants at that) 
place,” and developing its utility as a naval depot 
and rendezvous for the ships of war. ; 
Considering the exposed state of this section of 
our Union from the causes before enumerated, and | 
that the Gulf of Mexico and its ontlet (the straits of | 
Florida) is our vulnerable point, through which flows | 
so large a porticn of our national wealth, no time | 
ought to be lost in rendering Pensaccla the key to, 
and the defence of, the Mexican seas. 
I have the honor to remain, 
Very respectfully, sir, 
Your most obedient servant 
CHARLES STEWART. 
To THE Hon. Manton DICKERSON, 


Secretary of the Navy. 





Navat Depot 1n Narracansett Bay.—The 
Board of Navy Commissioners report the expediency 
of establishing a Naval depot in the waters of Narra- 
gansett Bay. They report that the waters of the Bay 
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PROUT EEDINGS OF CONGRESS, 
IN RELATION TO THE ARMY, NAVY, &c. 


- HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, Jan. 13. 


Mr. Gartanp, of Va from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of John E. Wool; 
which was read twice, and ordered to be engrossed, 
and read a third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Jarvis, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
reported a bill to establish and regulate the Navy ra- 
tion; to regulate the pay and emoluments of pursers ; 
and to fmprove the condition of seamen in the service of 
the United States; which bill was read twice and com- 
mitted. 














SaturpDAy, Jan. 14. 


The engrossed bills for the relief of John E. Wool, of 
the army, F. A. Parker, P. F. Voorhees, and C. W. 
Pickering, of the Navy, were read a third time, passed, 
and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

The Seeaxer laid before the House a communication 
from the Sceretary of the Navy, transmitting a state- 


/ment of the names of the officers of the Navy, who have, 


during the year 1836, received orders for sea service, 
and have asked to be excused, together with the rea- 
sous offered Uy them for such indulgence. 

Monpay, Jan, 23. 


Mr. CuapMAN presented the memorial of the Gene- 
ral Assembly of Alabama, asking Congress to increase 
the pay of citizen soldiers and volunteers, so as to ena- 
ble them to gay actual expenses incurred while in ac- 
tual service, and compensate them for loss of time: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Tuvurspay, Jan, 26. 

Mr. Tuompson of Ohio, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported, with sundry amendments, a bill 
from the Senate, fixing the compensation of the senior 
clerks empioyed in the Adjutant General’s and Inspec- 
tor General’s offices ; which was committed. 

The bill to change the title of certain officers of the 
Navy, was read a third time and passed. 

Fripay, Jan, 27. 


WESTERN INDIANS. 

On motion of Mr. Everertr, the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union was discharged from 
the further consideration of the ‘* bill to provide for the 
security and protection of the emigrant and other In- 
dians west of the State of Missouri and Territory of 
Arkansas ;’? and the same was recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. Jarvis, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
moved to discharge the Committee of the Whole from 
the ** bill to provide for the enlistment of boys in the 
naval service,’ and that it be now taken up and con- 
sidered. 

Mr. Bett objected to giving precedence to bills over 
other business of an important character. } 

Mr. Jarvis explained that he had been unanimously 
instructed to male the motion by the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, and gave several reasons for the speedy 
passage of this bili. - 

Some difficulty of a personal character took place be- 
tween the gentlemen from Maine, and Tennessee, in 
reference to the objection made by the latter to setting 
aside pending business, and giving the priority to other 
bills that would produce debate. “4 

Mr. Mercer, after some few remarks of a concilia- 
tory nature, moved that a pledge be required of the two 
ventlemen that the difficulty might not be prosecuted 
farther. 

After scme remarks from Messrs. Bett, Jarvis, 
Mercer, Patron, Pickens, Guascock, WHITTLESEY 
of Ohio, Bovipin, THOMAS, PEYTON, Tuompson of 
Ohio, LAwter, Craic, PHILiips, Tuompson of South 
Carolina, Bynum, Hawes, Boon, BricGcs, Evans, 
Parks, and Wise, mutual explanations took place, and 
then, on motion, 

The House adjourned. 


WepnespDAy, Feb. 1. 


LIGHT HOUSE BILL... 
On motion of Mr. SuTHERLAND, the Committee of the 
W hole on the State of the Union was discharged from thé 





possess greater advantages than any other unoceu- 
pied position upon the coast of the United States. 


‘further consideration of the bill making appropriations 
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for light houses, light boats, buoys, surveys, &e., andthe 
same was re-committed to the Committee ou Commerce. 
WESTERN INDIANS. : 

Mr. Everett, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
reported a bill to provide for the seeurity and protection 
of the emiwzrant and other Indians west of Missouri and 
Arkansas: read twiee, and referred to a Committee of} 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. E. cave notice of his inteation to bring this bill} 





Tuurspay, Feb. 2. 

Mr. Surnercann, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be re- 
quested to report tothe House of Representatives at their 
aeXt session, upon the propriety of estallishing a system 
of telegraphs for the United States. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved its consideration at that time ; 
but it being objecicd to, the resolution lies over one day 


before the house at as early a day as poss.ble, as it was! for consideration. 


avery important measure, for the purpose of its being 
acted upon at the present session. He did not wish to in- 
terfere with the appropriation bills ; and he would there- 
fore name a day, before which it was possible those bills 
would be passed. He accordingly gave notice that he 


| 








Me. Reed asked the consent of the House to submit a 
resviution, directing the Committee on Naval Affairs to 
inquire into the expediency of ordering to be built six 
sicops of war of the second class. 

Objection being made, Mr. R. moved a suspension of 


should call up the above bill ior coasideration on this day | the rule, but the motion did not prevail, ouly 73 voting 


fortnight. 

A message was received from the President, trausmit- 
ting certain papers froin the war department, relative to 
the improvement of Branswick Harbour, Georgia; the 
message was read, and on motion of Mr. Dawson, refer 
red to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The House then took up the ‘ bill making appropria- 
tions for the current exnenses of the Indian department, 
and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the various In- 
dian tribes, for the year 1337.”’ 


in the atliranative. 
AMERICAN SEAMEN. 

Mr. M’Keow, from the Committee on Commerce, re- 
ported a bill to abolish protections to American seamen, 
and to provide passports: read twice and committed to 
a Coinmittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. E. Wuirrcesey, from the Committee of Claims, 
mad- reports on the petitions of George Thornborough 
and Joha Kennedy, praying payment for property de- 
stroyed in the service of the United States, when it was 

Ordered, That the said claims be referred to the Third 





The bill was reported yesterday from a Committee of | Auditor of the ‘Treasury for adjustment. 


the Waole, with sundry amendments, and the question 
pending was on concurring with the cominittee in their 
several amendments. 

After a debate, in which Messrs. Cusnine, Evererr, 
Parker, Lawcer, Horscy, Dawson, CAMBRELENG, 
Guascock, Lewis, and Haynes, participated, the 
amendments of the Committee of the Whole were all 
severally concurred in. 

Mr. Wittrams, of North Carolina, submitted an addi- 
tional section, providing that no Indian should hereafi 
be removed, by contract, from the cast to the west side 
of the Mississippi. 

After a few words from 3 
Haynes, 

Mr. M’Kim demanded the previous question, which 
was seconded, and the main question being ordered, on 
the enerossment of the bill, was put and carried without 
a division. 

_ Sothe bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third read- 
1ng to-nwrrow. 


fessrs. Wub_Liams and 


ARMY BILL. 

On motion of Mr. Camprcriena, the House then re- 
solved its:lf intoa Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, Mr. Casvy in the chair, and too's up the 
“bill making appropriations for the support of the anny 
of the United States for the year 1837.” , 

Mr. Camperetena made a general explanation of the 
features of the bill, and, under instructions from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, submitted a varicty of 
additional items, based on estimates from the ordnanee 
department, which were all agreed to. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill and 
amendments tothe House, which were severally coneur- 
red in, and the bill, as amended, was then ordered to be 
engrossed fora third reading to morrow. 

LIGHT HOUSE BILL. 

Mr. Surnrrecvann, on leave, reported back the lieht 
house bill, which had been recommifted to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce this morning, and the same was eam- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The Speaker laid before the House a communication 
from the secretary of the nav vy, transmiitine’ a state- 
ment of the appropriations for the naval serviee for th 
year 1336, showing the amount appropriated u..Jler cach 
enccifie head, the amount expended minder each head, and 
the balasecs remaining unexpended on the 3!st of Dee. 
last ; which, on motion of Mr. CamaarerenG was ordered 
to Jie «n the table and be printed. 

The Speaker also Jaid before the House a comm: 
cation froia the sveretary of the treasury, co: 
estimate of the cost of a revenue eurter, to be constructed 
on such a plan as to act as a steam tow boat: which. 0, 
motion of Mr. SutHertann, was referred to the Commit. 
tee on Commeres, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Jarvis renewed his request to the House to tak« 
up and consider the ‘bill to provide for the enlistment 
of boys in the naval service,” but it bjected t 

e, was objected to, and 
onmotion, The House adjourned, , 





ini- 


cor ing an 


Mr. Cambaetenc asked the consent of the House to 
read a third time the Army and Indian appropriation 
bills, ordered to a third reading on yesterday. 

| Air. Boyp objected to the reading ef the bills at this 
| time, 

| Mr Camprevenc then moved a suspension of the rule, 
| for the purpose of reading a third time the Army bill, 
}and the Indian appropriation bill; and also to take up 
jand consider all the appropriation bills reported from the 
Commiitee of Ways and Means. 

| Mr. Suvuertanp moved to include the light house 
| bill. 

| Mr. Jarvis further moved to inckide certain bills re- 
ln ried by the Committee on Naval Affairs. Lost. 

| On motion of Mr. Camprerena, the following engros- 
sed bill was taken up on its third reading: 

A bill making appropriations for the current expenses 
of the Indian department, and for fulfulling treaty stipu- 
lutionis with the various Indian tribes, for the year 1537. 
The bif\ was then read a third time and passed. 

The bill makine aypropriations for the support of the 
army of the Uniicd Siates for the year 1837, was also 
read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Cameretene asked the general consent of the 
Henuse to go juto a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, en the naval service bill. 

Mr. Tuomson, of South Carolina, objecting, 

Mr. Campretexc moved a suspension of the role. 

Mr. Tuomson asked for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered and were— yeas 132, nays 23. 

So the rule was suspendéd, and the Honse accordingly, 
on motion of Mr. CampretenG, resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. 
Parron in the chair, and took up the * bill making ap- 
propriations for the naval service for the year 1537.”’ 











sections, 

Mr. Camrretrena explained that the principal inerease 
in the bill above that of last year was in consequence of 
the equipping the exploring expedition; besides this, 
‘here was an appropriation for fitting out the ship of tie 
line Pennsylvania, and two sloops ef war. 

The first section was read as follows, 

“tor pay of commissioned, warrant, and petty of- 
cers, and of seamen, $2,434,836.” 

Mir. Farvis said in this item was included the appro- 
rintion for the exploring expedition to the South Pacific, 
whieh seemed to be about to be carried on to an extent 
ae did not think the country would justify. He there- 

we moved to reduce the item $159,000. 

aia support of his motion, Mr. J. addueed the testimony 
of Captain Cock, who bequeathed as a legacy to the 
world, that no vessel sent on an exploring expedition 
shon!d exeeed, if possible, three hundred tons, two of 
which would be sufficient. The principle had been 





idopt'-d by the British and French governments. He 
was afraid that if the expedition was fitted out on the 
magnificent scale proposed, it would excite ridicule. 

Mr. CamBre_enc hoped the motion would be adopted. 





‘Phe bill having been read through, was taken up by | 
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He concurred entirely with the view taken by the gen- 
tleman from Maine, (Mr. Jarvisy) and he feli it his duty 


to state his concurrence in those views. He had made | 


inquiries of many practical men, aad some ot the highest 
vilicers of the navy, On this subject, and from tie lfor- 
mation he had received frein them, he was perfteeuy 
satisfied that the views taken by the gentleman from 
Maine were correct, and he hoped the Louse would cou- 
cur in it, and reduce the appropriation. 

Mr.Puictips said if the icading fricnds of the adminis- 
tration, in view of the present posiure of the question, 
in view of the present expectation of the worid, in view 
of the responsibility assumed by the President, were dis- 
posed to interpose any obstacle to the compl tion of this 
expedition, upon them be the responsibility of its failure ; 
for fail it would of this motion should prevail. 

Mr. Caameers, of Kentucky, citcd the law passed 
last session auihurizing the President to employ a sivop 
of war, and such other smaller vessels as night be neces- 
sary for the expedition, appropriatiug 9 150,000 for that 
purpose, 

Mr, Jarvis remarked thatthe gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts secmed to regard this as a party measure. |t 
was nosuch thing. It was one im wuich the honor and 


= LL 


|tance to impress the savage with a great idea of our 
' power, and for this millions were sente expended. As 
| yetthe barbarians of the Polynesian Islands had seen only 
_our merehantmen ; but send a vessel of war tothem, and’ 
they would be impressed with a new idea of our power 
that would certainly lead to the best results, and be the 
tucans of securing upon a good basis our future trade and 
commerce there. He was, therefore, for voting what- 
ever was reasonably asked fur, without attempting to 
dictate what, particular ship or class of vessels should be 
employed. 

Mr. Baicas said it was evident that they could not get 
thiovgh this bill to-night, and he therefore moved that 
the committee rise : agreed to. 

The conmitiee then rose and reported. 

‘Tire Speaker laid before the House a communication 
from the sceretary of the navy, in answer toa resolution 
,of the House, covering a report of the commissioners 
/chargea with the examination ef the ports south of the 
| Chesapeake bay, with a view to the establishment of a 
jnavy yard or a naval depot; which, on motion of Mr. 
/SsARVIS, Was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed, 

Fripay, Feb. 3. 
The following resolution, reported yesterday by Mr, 


renown of the nation was concerned. Mr. J.denied that (SurbERLAND, from the Cotmiiittce on Commerce, was 


he was opposed to the expedition; on the contrary, he. 
wished it fitted out with credit to the public, ia a aan | 
ner to insure its complete success, and io redound to the | 


honor and fame of every olficer employed. Lis propos. | 
tion was made tothateud. Lie stated he had reecived | 
the opinions of many officers of the navy, of great skill | 
aad judgment, and they were al confiimatory cf his own | 
as tu the kind of vesseis that ought to be employed. 

Mr. Apams thought the gentleman from Maine, the | 
chairman of the Committee ou Naval Affairs, had done 
the President aud beads of departments injustice. Mr | 
A. entreated gentlemen to withdraw the motion to re- 





duce the appropriation. He would vote three times the): 


amount if called upon to do so, because it wis lis bo} 

that this expedition would shed houor on the Anieri- 

can character, lustead’ of iuciding it up to tue riuicule 
of the world. } 
Mr. Ropertson made an inquiry as to the amount re- 

quired for fittiny out the Jiaceconian, 4 
Mr. CAMBRELENG replicd, by citing the following 

estimates : 

Estimate of the amount that will be required for ihe sup- 
port of the jrigaie Macedonian, tie sioresity sec, Ue 
tivo bargues Piencer and Consori, died ie 80: 
lot, employed on the Surveying and Leploring i | 
tron for one year. | 

| 





For the pay of coinmission, warrant, petty 


ofiicers, and seamen, and for ihe scieutuiic 


CONS = S + 5 est ee $210,543 50 
For provisions - - = - - - + + = 53,502 50, 
For repairs, and wear and tear of the ves- Z | 

scls on the expedition - - - - + - 50,0 9 09 
For medical and hospital stores - - - - 4,000 G0} 
For ordnanee end ordnance stores - - - 7,000 Ov 
For contingencies - - - +--+ + - > 16,000 G0; 


es wee | 


| 
$346,421 O00 
Mr. C. also cited some other estimates eonuccted with | 
; 4 $ rrvuareaiaie ) 
the exploring expedition, amounting to upwards ol | 
$ 300,000. 
"Mr. 1 le from Maine not to 
Mr. C, suggested to the genticman from Siain ott | 
press his motion at that time, but to witharaw it, anG Te- 


hew it in the House. | 


nale whieh the 
Mr. C. then adverted to the great scale on which the 





taken Up and concurred ia: 

Aesulved, That the Sceretary of the Treasury be re- 
quested to report to the House of Representatives, at 
their next session, upon the propricty of establishing a 
system of telegraphs tor the United States. 

Myr. Jarvis, trom the Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 
ported the foilowing resolution, which was concurred in. 

Fesolved, That the Committee on Naval Aifairs be in- 


structed to inguire into the expediency of instituting an 


examination of George’s Bank, for the purposé of ascer- 
ta uimg the practicability of forming an artificial island 
upon it, to lessen the perils arising from that most dange- 

us Shoal to every vessel approaching the eastern coast 


‘ofthe Uuited States from forcign countries, and to vese 


ts ofthe United States engaved ip the coasting trade 
between the eastern and southern Siates. 


Connusitee on Naval Afiairs the following resoluticn, 


> . a 
pwoleh was considercd and adopted : 


divsaivcd, Vinat the Committee on Naval Affairs be ine 


structed to inquire luto the expedicucy of building six 
ops ef war of the socond elass. 
iv. Purtirps ask od leave of the House to submit the 
following resolution : 

Pesolvec, That the President of the United States be 
requested to inform the House ofthe progress which has 
been made in the arrangements for the surveying and 
explorieg expedition authorized at the last session of 
Congress, and of the objects and measures to which said 
expedition is to be devoted. 

Mr. Haccof Maine objecting, 

Mr. Puitiies moved a suspension of the rule for this 
purpose, which was agreed to. 

Mr. Mason of Obio moved the following amendment, 
which Mr. Paittips aceepted as a modification : 

“Aud also of the size and the names of the vessels de- 
sizuated by the Departinent to be employed in the ex- 
poring expedition; with the number of the officers and 
men therein, together with a statement of the expen- 
ditures already ineurred in fitting out the expedition, 
and an estimate of the further expenditures which will 
be necessary until iis successful termination, on the 
plan now projected.” : 

Mr. Rorexrson then moved the following amend- 





expedition was projected, aad contended, w.ia the gea-| ment. Strike out all after the word resolved, and in 


ticinan from Maine, that the object he had in view was) sert the following: 


to insure its suceess. By seading a large frigate, sae rea 


‘That the Seeretary of the Navy be directed to com- 


, ° . cal " > Pwocsple 1 
the hazard of being dashed to pieecs on the rocks, aun | menicate to this House the mumbe eo — is = signed, 
4 a ~ , : . m » e OXxnN - 
the expeuse to the couutry would exeeed a maton 2) an \ fitted ont, and now fitting out, for the exploring ex 


j 


iollars, if fitted out on the plan proposed. He expressed | pedition to the Paeifie or South Seas ; the class to which 
CLORLATS, sue ‘ . . i {sé 


himself warmly in favour of the object ei the exp d,tion, 
and reiterated that his support of the motion ol Mr, Jar- 
vis was to prevent the expedition from b inst ship wre k- 
ed, as it inevitably would be in the opinion of many 
men of skill And judgment, if it embarked oa the mag- 
nificent scale proposed. : : ; 

Mr. Vinton preferred leaving the execution of the 


law to the executive, where the responsibility was | 


placed by the law of last session. From all he had read, 
and from what he had gathered of the importance of the 
trade of these seas, he believed an efficient force should 
accompany the expedition. It was of the first impor - 


‘they respectively belong , the cost already incurred, and 
\that which is estimated will be incurred, in completing 
their equipment; the time when the expedition may be 
l expeeted to sail, aad its probable annual cost afterwards ; 
lalso whether either of the said vessels, or any other 
public vessel, has been put in requisition for the convey- 
ance of General Santa Auna to Mexico, or elsewhere ; 
and, if so, the authority under which such requisidon 
las been made; with all orders to and from the Depart- 
ment relative thereto.”’ 
Mr. Puttttes hoped this amendment would not pre- 
vail. The resolution, aa modilied, called for all the in- 
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formation desired in relation to the south sea expedition, 
therefore he could not see the necessity for the gentle- 
man’s amendment. 

Mr. WixtiaMs, of North Carolina, called for the yeas 
and nays, on the proposed amendment, which were not 
ordered, and the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. Meacer then submitted an amendment calling on 
the Secretary for a list of the officers of the navy, with 
the dates of their respective commissions, and the num- 
ber of years each had been at sea, since the year 1814. 

Mr. Jarvis suggested that it would be more proper to 
move this as a separate resolution. The information 
required by it could not be obtained for a considerable 
time, and would prevent an early answer being made to 
the original resolution. After a few words from Mr. 
Menrcesr, his amendment was disagreed to. The resolu- 
tion as modified was then agreed to. 

The Speaker laid before the House a communication 
from the Secretary of War ad interim, transmitting a 
report of the survey of James River, made during the 
last session of Congress, which, on motion of Mr. Suru- 
ERLAND, was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The Speaker also laid before the House another com 
munication from the same, transmitting a report of the 
survey of the harbor of Havre de Grace, which, on mo- 
tion of Mr. SurHeRLAND, was similarly referred. 

The House then took up the “ joint resolution grant- 
ing a pension to Mrs. Decatur ;”’ the question being on 
its third reading. 

Mr. Jarvis moved to commit it to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs: which moti-n, after some remarks from 
Messrs. JArnvis, W ASaINGTON, PARKER, CAMERELENG, 
Reep, Craig, Cuameens of Kentucky, Hareer, and 
GRENNELL, was disagreed to—ayes 55, noes 71. 

The resolution was then further discussed by Messrs. 
Patron, Jarvis, Reep, Pearce of Rhode Island, 
WasuinoTon, Howarp, Parker, Mann of New York, 
CAMBRELENG, and UNpDerwoop. 

Mr. Reep asked for the yeas and nays on the engross- 
ment of the resolution; which were ordered, and were, 
yeas 119, nays 52, and it was ordered to be read a third 
time this day. 

Subsequently the resolution was read a third time and 
passed. 

The Speaker laid before the House a communication 
from the Secretary of the Navy, in compliance with a 
resolution of the House of the 30th ult. informing the 
House of the progress made in the survey of the coast 
from the Rigolets to Mobile Point; which, on motion of 
Mr. Jarvis, was laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. . 

Lieut Hovses, Buoys, &ce.—A bill reported by Mr. 
Sutherland, Chairman of the Committee of Commerce 
on the 2lst ult. contains the following provisions : 

For a light-house on a proper site on Cumberland 
head, Lake Champlain, 5000 dollars. For a light-house 
on Stony Point, Lake Ontario, 5000 dollars. For the 
erection of a light-liouse on a proper site at Split Rock 
Point, Lake Champlain, 5000 dollars. For a revolving 
or double light upon the south side of Execution Rocks, 
opposite Sands’ Point, in Long Island Sound, 5000 dollars. 
For a light-house at Big Sandy Creek, on Lake Ontario, 
county ‘of Jefferson, 5000 dollars. Far a light-house on 
Stony Point, in the town of Henderson, in the county of 
Jefferson, 3000 dollars. For buoying out Gedney’s Chan- 
nel, 3000 dollars. For two light-boats, one at Flynn’s 
Knoll, and another south of Sandy Hook, 50,000 dollars. 
For a beacon light at Silver Creek Harbor, on Lake 
Erie, 4500 dollars. For a survey of the harbor of Port 
Cape Vincent, 200 dollars. For placing a buoy in the 
newly discovered channel over Sandy Hook bar, and for 
placing a beacon light on Romer’s shoal, near the same, 
15,000 dollars. Fora survey of the coast 6f Lake On- 
tario to Capt. Vincent, 600 dollars. Forasurvey of the 
river St. Lawrence, from Cape Vincent to the 45th de- 
gree of north latitude, 600. For the erection of a lieht- 
house at Esopus meadows, op the west shore of the Hud- 
son river, 3000 dollars. For placing a buoy on the 
wreck of a vessel sunk at ‘Tappan Bay, 100 dollars. 
For a light-house on Cedar Island, Sag Harbor, 1000 
dollars. For placing buoys in Sag Harbor, 200 dollars. 
F r erecting a light-house at Rondout creek, on the 
Hudson river, 5000 dollars. For erecting’a beacon light 
at Dunkirk harbor, 2700 dollars. For a survey of Hal- 
lett’s cove, in Long Island sound, with the view of cut- 
ting a ship canal across said cove, so as to avoid the dan- 


ers and delays of passing through Hurlgate, 250 dollars. 
‘or a survey of the outer harbor at Buffalo, 150 dollars, 
For a survey of Sacket’s Harbor, 100 dollars. For a 
survey of the mouth of the harbor of Eighteen mile 
creck, on Lake Ontario, 250. For a survey of Port 
Bay, on Lake Ontario, 150 dollars. For a floating light 
to be stationed on or near middle Ground, so called, in 
Long Island sound, nearly abreast Stratfort Point, 
10,000 dollars. Fora light-house on Robin’s reef, in the 
harbor of New York, 50,000 dollars. For a light-house 
at Salmon river harbor, 3000 dollars. 

=~ ——— 


SELEC'TED POETRY. 


From the New York Daily Express. 
STANZAS. 
FROM A LADY IN BOSTON TO HER SON IN THE FLORIDA 
ARMY. 

My boy, my boy! (a mother said, ) 

The damp sod of the wilderness 

Must be to-night thy martial bed, 

While I a downy pillow press. 








ee 





My boy, my boy, my hope, my pride,— 
The theme of many a fervent prayer,— 
My heart were calmer at thy side, 

And would to heaven that I were there! 


I seemed but lately as I slept, 
To see thee in thy slumbers, dear, 








The while a painted savage crept, 
With plume and bracelet crouching near 


Revenge was burning in his eye, 

He rose and rested on his knee, 

And raised his swarthy arm on high, 
To wreak his country’s wrongs on thee. 


I shricked! the moon with pearly light 
Shone on thy cheek of youthful glow ; 
He turned aside his hatchet bright, 
And spared thee for a sterner foe. 


Has heaven bestowed a sign to-night ! 
And have my prayers been not in vain ? 
Flow on, ye tears, and leave but sight 
To see and clasp my boy again. 


From the Knickerbocker for February. 
THE WRECK OF THE MEXICO. 
T’was in the morning watch—a checrless morn— 
Keen smote the blast which heralded the day, 
When a stout bark, her crew with hardship worn, 
Dashed toward her port, with none to point the way ; 
Clear streamed aloft her Jantern’s signal ray, 
But brought, alas! no pilvt’s friendly hail; 
The frequent gust a shower of frozen spray 
Swept from the shrouds, encased in icy mail, 
And — the shivering tars could raise the stiffened 
sail. 


The humble inmates of the crowded berths, 
The richer few; who costlier ecuches prest, 
Perchance were dreaming of the cheerful hearths, 
Where soon they hoped for welcome and for rest— 
Perchance of home, and those who made it blest ; 
Long had they seen, with weary cye, the sun 
Sink day by day into the landless west ; 
_ But now the boon they coveted was won, [done. 
Phe shore they sought was near, their travel well nigh 


The matron murmered softly, in her sleep, 

Of prosperous days, and clasped her infant boy ; 

The maiden dreamed of one who o’er the deep 

Went to seck her a home, and in her joy 

Hung round his neck, too happy to be coy ; 

The husband deemed his toils with riches crowned 

W hich titled pres could tithe not nor destroy ; . 

Aerial Hope a!l eyelids fluttered round, [ground. 
And beckoned with her wings to Freedom’s hallowed 


From such blest dreams, if such were theirs, they woke 
To all that thought can picture of despair ; 

High 0’er the bark the insatiate ocean broke, 

And death was in the paralyzing air ; 

Oh! when the remnant mercy deigned to spare, 

Safe from the bulging rock were seen to glide, 
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What where the pangs’of those left helpless there! 
With tossing arms, they thronged the vessel’s side, 
Srieking to heaven for aid, while howling seas replied 


They perished, one by one, that pilgrim crowd— 

The silver-haired, the beautiful, the young! 

Some were found wrapt as in a chrystal shroud 

Of pe ra congealed, that tombed them where they 

clung, 

Some one strand the sounding breakers flung, 

Linked in affection’s agonized emt race ; 

And to the gazer’s eyes the warm tears sprung, 

As they beheld two babes—a group of grace— 
Locked in each other’s arms, and pillowed face to face ! 


They rest in earth—the sea’s recovered prey— 

No tempests now their dreamless sleep assail ; 

But when to friends and kindred far away, 

Some quivering lip shall tell the dismal tale, 

From many a home will burst the voice of wail; 

But when it ceases, and the tear-drop laves 

The cheek no more, shall gratitude prevail— 

Yearnings of love toward those beyond the waves, 
Who bore with solemn rites the exiles to their graves. 

New York, January, 1837. 





From the Boston Centinel, Jan.'7. 


The cases against the Boston and Providence Rail 
Road Company have terminated against the Compa- 
ny, upon the ground (we have heard the only ground) 
that supposing the Company not answerable for eul- 
pable negligence on account of the inaccuracy of the 
conductor’s watch, yet they were liable for his want 
of judgment or rashness in attempting to run from 
the Dedham Turnpike Switch round the curve and 
through the ledge so as to cone in sight of the Depot 
in so short a time, or rather upon the edge of time, 
allowing not a minute fora variation of his watch, 
accidental or probable, nor for accidents at the Rox- 
bury crossing by Mr. Carleton’s Factory. The team 
on the track was probably the real cause of the acci- 
dent, the driver of which happened to be very deaf, 
and did not hear the engine bell. We have heard 
that the minute investigation has increased the pub- 
lic confidence in Rail Road travelling, showing more 
precautionary measures in these Corporations against 
accidents than were supposed to exist. The verdicts 
in the six sailor causes were as follows :— 

For Howell, who was severely injured in a delicate 
part, - - - - $2,250 

«« James Thompson, who lost the calf of his 

leg, - - - - 

es Murdock, who received an internal ab- 

dominal injury, - - - 

« White, for fracture of thigh bone and 

shortening his leg one inch, - 

«“ Cummings, who had his collar bone 


2,250 


3,000 





broken, but deserted from the Hospital, 175 

« Rawson, who broke his fore arm, and 
also deserted, - - : 175 
Tota, - - - $9,350 


The Jury were four hours in agreeing on the main 
points. After these verdicts were rendered, the Coun- 
sel agreed upon a verdict to be given by the Jury 
without evidence or discussion for Lt. John A. Russ 
for two thousand dollars—making in all, ELEVEN 
THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTY DOLLARS. 

We have known but few trials more interesting to 
individuals, corporations, or the public than these, 
and we are of opinion the result wilt be most salutary 
to the community. Some of the men are still linger- 
ing in the Hospitals. We trust that Rail Road acci- 
dents will be less frequent hereafter. 

These sailor cases and Mr. Gerry’s case have been 
conducted by eminent Counsel on both sides—for the 
Plaintiffs Messrs. E. G. Austin, and the Attorney 
General J. T. Austin, C. C. Paine, W. Aylwin, and 
Rufus Choate, and for the Defendants Messrs. B. R. 
Nichols, S. D. Parker, and J. Mason. 


ns 





Great praise is due to Capt. Joun Prrctvat of 
the U.S. Navy, for his disinterested etiorts in sus- 
taining the rights of the seamen under his command. 
On his own pers®nai responsibility he caused the pro- 
secutions to be urged in favor of the seamen, and had 
there been no verdict in their favor, he would have 
been responsible for the costs of the prosecution, as 
the men would have been unable to pay the expenses 
of the suits. Neither side has spared either labor or 
expense in conducting the causes, and no cases were 
ever more thoroughly tried. 





SupPERIoRITY OF AMERICAN Suipprnc.—-The 
American ships frequenting the ports of England are 
stated by several witnesses to be superior to those of 
a similar class amongst the ships of Great Britain, the 
commanders and officers being generally considered 
to be more competent as seamen and navigators, and ' 
more uniformly persons of education, than the com- 
manders and officers of British ships of a similar size 
and class trading from England to America, while 
the seamen of the United States are considered to be 
more carefully selected, and to be more efficient.— 
American ships sailing from Liverpool to New York, 
have a preference over English vessels sailing to the 
same port, both as to freight and the rate of insurance; 
and, the higher wages being given, their whole equip- 
ment is maintained in a higher state of perfection, so 
that fewer losses oceur; and as the American ship- 
ping having increased of late years in the proportion 
to 123 percent. per annum, while the British ship- 
ping have increased within the same period only 14 
per cent. per annum, the constantly increasing de- 
mand for seamen by the increasing maritime com- 
merce of the whole world, the numbers cut off by 
shipwrecks, and the temptations oifered by the supe- 
rior wages of American vessels, cause a large number 
of British seamen every year to leave the service of 
their own country, and to embark in that of the 
United States, and these comprising chiefly the most 
skilful and competent of our mariners, produce the 
double etfect of improving the efliciency of the Ame- 
rican crews, and in the same ratio diminishing the 
efficiency of the British merchant service.—Report of 
Parliamentary Committee. 





Sir Joun HerscHert.—<At a scientific meeting in 
Glasgow, December 18, Captain Basil Hall stated 
thatthe had received a letter from Sir John Herschel, 
at the Cape of Good Hope, dated 23d August, who 
said he considered that he had now eompleted his 
task of observing—or, to use his own words, finished 
‘his raw observations ;” but the importance of them 
was so great, that he felt unwilling to come to this 
country, or to enter upon the fascinations of home, 
before he finished the reduction of his terrestrial labors 
—thus making it the spring of 1838 before he could 
leave the Cape. 





RELATIVE DURATION OF Brass Anpd Iron.—A 
late London paper states that of the cannon now lying 
at the Tower, which were formerly sunk with the 
Royal George, in 1762, those made of cast iron are so 
entirely changed, that they may be easily cut with a 
knife, and bear a great resemblance to plumbago ; 
while, on the other hand, the brass guns are hardly 
deteriorated in the least degree by their long expo- 
sure to the salt water. It will form a useful inquiry 
for chemists to determine how this singular change 
in the iron is produced. 





Great Despatcu !—The Pioneer, which conveys 
Santa Anna to Mexico, was gotten ready, and at sea 





in the very short space cf twenty-four hours! 





The Navy Department has ordered the enlistment 
of sixty boys for the Independence razee, now fitting 





out for the Brazil station. 
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WASHINGTON CITY ; 
THURSDAY, ......... FEBRUARY.9, 1837. 





Frre-Arms.—Resolutions have been introduced in; 


both Houses of Congress, directing an examination 
to be made, by a board of officers of rank and expe- 
rience, of the improvements in fire-arins by Cochran, 
Hall, Colt, and Baron Hackett ; and the Secretary of 
War, in compliance with a Resolution of the Senate, 
has ordered a Board to be convened for that purpose at 
the U.S. Arsenal in this city, on Monday the 20th 
February, instant. 

We have already published a description of Coch- 
ran’s invention, and the whole army 1s familiar with 
Hall’s patent rifle, which has been in use several 
years. We have not seen any account of Coit’s im- 


provement, nor the weapon itself. The following! 


description of Hackett’s gun has been furnished by 
the Baron bimself. 

We shall insert the report of the Board appointed 
to make the experiments, as soon as we can obtain a 
copy thereof. 


HACKETT’S GUN. 


The present new principle, it must be borne in 
mind, is not a simple modification, but a perfect and 
entirely new principle, altogether superior to every 
thing which has heretofore been adopted ia relation 
to Fire Arms. 

, The percussion consists of only one piece—the 
pan, touch-hole, and ramrod are disused; the gun is 
cocked and uncocked without the possibility oi its 
going off accidentaliy. It is known to be cocked or 
at rest simply by touch or sight. The causes which 
produce the bursting of guns 1p common use, and the 
dangers which attend tiose with ramrods, are here 
removed ; the satne remark applies to guns with 
moveable breeches, which require those breeches to 
be perfectly shut. 


The present gun may be fired an indefinite num-| 


ber of times, and will not require to be cleaned. Rust 
and dirt will not prevent its use. It may be fired 15 
times in a minute ; it carries farther, and has less re- 
coil than the ordinary gun; it may be loaded with 
any kind of cartridge, and even without cartridge, 
and may be unloaded as quickly as itis loaded. ~ 

The necessity of entering into details to explain a 
principle entirely new, has obliged me to describe in 
many words, what a single movement would be suili- 
cient to demonstrate. 

EXPLANATION OF THE DIFFERENT PIECES OF 

THE GUN. 
Gun without Lock or Ramrod. 


This gun requires no particular movement in load- 
ing and priming. It is of a most perfect solidity, 
which nothing can injure, and it presents none of the 
dangers attendant on the ordinary fire arms; it may be 
readily cleaned by the simplicity of its construction, 
and the soldier, without practice, may use it at first 
sight. It is loaded at the breech in four times, and is 
unloaded as easily, by withdrawing the cartridge with 
the hand, without the use of a screw. 

This gun is used as well in lying down as in stand- 

ing up; in running, as at rest, Neither rain or hua- 


> 


stantly used for this gun—whilst those partieusarly 
made for it cannot be used for other guns. Itis as 
formidable an arm in the hands of sazlors as of land 
troops, since itis no longer necessary to carry it to 
the ieit, or to use the raimrod. 

The ingeniously contrived primer contains a por- 
tion of fulminating powder, which gives to the pro- 
jectile an astonishing force. ‘They are closely fitted 
to the cartridges, and present no danger. 

‘he loading is performed at the breech, which al- 
lows the bayonet to be always fixed; all the ranks of a 
square may at the same time keep up a sustained fire. 

The principle is applicable to double barrels, as well 
as to all fire arms, and may be applied with advan- 
tage to sporting guns. 

‘The bayonet being always fixed, the soldier may 
push at the enemy at the samme time that he is firing, 
and may defend himself whilst he is loading. 

The mechanism of this arm is exceedingly simple 
and solid; the fabrication of them is easy for all work- 
;men, who know how to work in wood and iron; it is 





isusceptible of being made very light; the principle 
imay be applied with great advantage to the carbines 
of cavalry, and to pistols. 

This gun may be uncocked with great ease, and 
when once uncocked, it presents no danger. 

One single piece supplies the place of the 22 pie- 
ees composing the ordinary lock. 

This gun, which is loaded at the breech, combines 
simplicity with solidity; it is composed of a barrel 
and a breech, which is raised and lowered by means 
ofa moveable lever, upon two pivots, with which it 
combines. This lever, the great spring, and the trig- 
ger, supply the place of all the pieces which comprise 
the ordinary gun with flint lock (Silex). The great 
spring supplies the place of the dog, or hammer. 
‘The gun is loaded by opening the breech, and intro- 
iducing a cartridge, to which a primer is attached of 
|fulminating powder, in the chamber at the end of the 
|barrel; this cartridge is ignited by the percussion of 
jthe extremity ofthe great spring, against the primer ; 
| the ball is forecd, 





| The piece composing the breeeh turns upon the 
pins of the barrel, and which makes part of a cylin- 
der, whose radius is about thirteen lines. This is the 
principle of the gun. 

The cartridge is placed by the hand in the chamber 
which it is tooceupy. The force of resistance of this 
piece is greater than that of the breech with screw, 
the hole of which weakens the iron resting on the in- 
ternal sides of the barrel, and ten-!s to push them out 
by the expansion of the powder. 

The breech of the gun has its point of resistance 
always upon its axis. It follows from this, that not- 
withstanding the expansive force of the gas of the 
powder, it is not forced to leave its place, because all 
the resisting force acts upon the pins of the gun. The 
breech has a brass nail, the head of which is in front 
of the centre of the barrel; the wear falls upon this 
nail alone, which is only required to be changed after 
50,000 diseharges of the gun; it costs only nine cents. 

The great spring and the trigger are fixed by means 
of a screw to a guard, which has a hole in the centre 
sufficiently large to allow to pass— 

Ist. The gas escaping from the primer, which is 
not contained in the eariridge. 

2d. The dirt and residuum of the primer, and of the 
cartridge. 

3d. The index, or end of the spring, which, by 
coming out, indicates that the gun is cocked. 





midity injures it, not even along immersion in water. 
which does not prevent its being loaded and fired. ! 
The ball being forced, renders its fire very exact. | 
hd wey 8 powder required is less than the one’ 
alf of the ordinary quantit et the gur ies | 
farther and has Rares. rinitel _ wer 

The cartridges taken from the enemy may be in-: 


The diameter of the barrel is less than that of the 
chamber which receives the cartridge. The length 
of the chamber is two inches, so as to allow of the 
introduction of cartridges that may be larger than 
those of the model. 

The loading is performed by exceedingly simple 


and easy motions ; a recruit may learn them in a very 
short time. 
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The bayonet is solidly fixed at'the mouth of the 
un; it is placed below, and in the direction of the 
arrel. 

The cartridges contain one half less powder than 
those of ordinary guns; the fulminating primer sud- 
denly ignites the cartridge in its centre; the ball 
being forced, the powder has time to be entirely ig- 
nited. 

Cartridges taken from the enemy may be used by 
applying to their extremity fulminating primers. — 
These primers present no danger; apart jroin the gun 
thev will bear the greatest shock, without explosion. 

Six and a half grains of powder with this gun sends 
the ball as far as thirteen grains with the ordinary 

un. 

It is lighter than the common infantry musket, by 
about two pounds and a half; its construction is 
much simpler and easier; it requires much less re- 
pair, and less changing: there is no necd of mont- 
ressort or hand-vice—the band at the muzzle of the 
gun serves for that purpose—the firing Is rendered 
quicker, and is more true ; the soldier is not fatigued 
by its rebounding ; it is not put out of service froin 
not being kept in order, nor is it injured by humi- 
dity, rain, or even immersion in water. Ifinay be 
loaded in every possible position : lying down as well 
as standing up. It reqmres but halt the ordinary 
charge, and it will not go oif when cocked, or by the 
trigger, and may remain loaded without inconveni- 
ence; it may Be unloaded and loaded with equai faci- 
lity. The position of the bayonet is equally suited 
for attack and defence. To these great advantages 
is to be added that which the soldier has in keeping 
this arm constantly in a horizontal position whilst he 
is loading and firing: he is constantly in a position of 
defence, and is covered by his bayonet. 

Fire arms, upon the present principle, for the use 
of cavalry, may be loaded on horseback, even at 
a gallop, the use of them being very quick and sure. 
The fire of men on horseback may be rendered very 
important. These arms, like those with ratmroils, 
cannot lose their charge by the motion of the horse, 
or by the position of the barrel, the mouth of which 
is turned down. 


are 


cas 


NEW PRINCIPLE FOR PRIMERS AND PERCUSSION AP- 
PARATUS FOR CANNON. 


In substituting percussion primers for the cap now 
in use, with, fulminating powder employed in gun 
cartridges, the most difficult problem has been satis- 
factoriiy resolved. Artillery has, until now, searehed 
for it in vain; it is, to prevent the hammer striking 
the head of the primer, in the direction of the veut 
hole of the cannon, from being thrown of with vio- 
lence, at every blow, by the explosion. 

The hinge of the hainmer must necessarily suiTer 
by repeated blows, and the oblique stroke of the 
hammer upon the cap must necessarily make the fire 
miss. To prevent this, the preparation of the pvi- 
mers in use demanded particular attention and care, 
This difficulty had produced the necessity of employ- 
ing a very complicated percussion apparatus, which 
merely masked the essential vices inherent in the 
system. Another difficulty is, that the fragments of 
the primer, with the percussion apparatus in use, are 
thrown off with force after the explosion, in a lateral 
and oblique direction, according to the lower surface 
of the hammer thrown up by the explosion. 

This difficulty was serious, since the vent-tenders 
were constantly exposed to have their eyes put out, 
which has been sufficiently attested. 

This inconvenience has been remedied with the 
percussion apparatus belonging to the wafer of my 
system. The hammer is hollowed out in the direc- 
tion of the vent; the upper part of this primer, which 
is salliant, goes off in the upper part of the hammer, 
which is hollowed out for this purpose. By this ar- 
rangement, all the fragments of the primer are thrown 


| 


——— 





| of vertically by the opening made in the hammer, 


! 


and cannot wound the vent-tenders. 

Fifteen discharges, with a load of five killogrammes 
of powder, have sufliciently proved that the hammer 
kept in by this arrangement, produces every de- 
sirable etiect, and does not at all suiler by the explo- 
sion; it pemains constantly in place. 

The iiciaee readily ignite by means ofa lance-a- 
feu, (fire mateh,) and their explosion produces no in- 
convenience. 

‘The price of these primers, is much less than that 
|of Borkens. The first will cost but 3 florins, 36 cen- 
times the thousand, (price of priiners)—Borkens cost 
34 florins 41 centimes, (price of cheminees and caps.) 

‘hese primers do not at all suifer from humidity. 

The preparation and trial of them is much more 
simple than those in use. 

The great and numerous advantages attending these 
primers, and the pereussion apparatus belonging to 
them, proves ihat their adojrioa, whilst they are so 
mneh stperior to those now in use, would secure for 
the artillery service the most perfect system of per- 
cussion known at this day. 

The percussion apparatus now in use, may be rea- 
dily modified so as to be employed without inconve- 
nience with the primer. 

The ordinary primer may be easily changed into 
the present primer, and can be ignited by percussion 
or the lance-a-feu (fire mateh); ifitshould be thought 
proper, the percussion primer now in use may be 
made suitable for these purposes. 





Trrat or Masor Gatres.—A Court Martial for 
the trial of this officer will assemble at Savannah, 
Geo.. on Thursday, 2th March, and be composed of 


j the following named officers: 


Brevet General Huan Brapy, 2d infintry, 

Colonel William Lindsay, 24 artillery. 

Col. David E. Twiggs, 2d dragoons. 

Brevet Colonel J. B. Walbach, Ist artillery. 

Lientenant Colonel James Bankhead, 3d artillery. 

Lieutenant Colonel Alex. Cummin 

Brevet 

Brevet illery. 

Brevet Major Thomas F. Hunt, 5th infantry. 

Cant. P. H. Galt, 4th artillery, 

Capt. G. S. Drane, 2d artillery. 

W. C, De Hart, of the 2d artillery, Aid-de-camp to 
General Scott, Judge Advocate. 


xs, 2d infantry. 


Major M. P. Lomax, 3d artillery. 


Major John £ 


rving, 4th artil! 





Ata recent fire in Petersburg, Va., a detachment 
of the newly recruited Dragoons, under the command 
of Lieut. T. S. Bryant, rendered very essential ser- 
vice in working the engine, and in other respects. 
The Virginia Fire Company subsequently published 
a card, in which they return their sincere thanks to 
Lt. Tuomas S. Bryant, of the U. S. A. forthe effi- 
cient assistance rendered by himself, and corps of re- 
cruits, in working the engine at the fire on Thurs- 


day night. 





Army Reetstexs.—The few extra copies of the 
official Register for 1837, which were prmted, have 
been disposed of, and there is not a copy now for 
sale. 

As it is probable we shall publish a corrected Reg- 
ister in July next, we solicit early orders from those 
who desire copies. 
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The New York Albion. of the 28th ult. was ac- 
companied with a beautiful steel plate engraving of 
the new Houses of Parliament about to be built in 
London. The plan was designed by Mr. Barry, a 
young artist, hitherto unknown to fame; it is in the 


style of the third period of pointed or classical En-j rest of the military service. 


glish architecture, and neither Elizabethan, nor, in 
the correct application of the term, Gothic. Theen- 
tire building will cover an area of six acres ; the river 
front is nearly nine hundred feet in length. 

We would embrace this occasion to say that the 
Albion is a highly popular and valuable journal, con- 
taining many judicious and interesting selections 
from the best British periodical works and newspa- 
pers. The price is six dollars a year. 








There have been no changes in the stations of the 
officers of the Revenue Cutter service, since our last 
report. 





Correspondence of the Army and Navy Chronicle. 
“U. S. Sure VANDALIA, 
“¢ Pensacola, Jan. 21, 1837. 

“ We sailed from Key West on the 22d December, | 
and anchored in Havana on the 23d; sailed from 
thence on the 31st for Pensacola, where we arrived 
on the 12th inst., and having received on board our 


COMMUNICATIONS. 





ARMY REGULATIONS. 


Mr. Epitor:—Permit me, through the medium of 
your columns, to call the attention of the proper au- 
thorities to a matter vitally connected with the inte- 
I refer to the want of a 
system of well known and established regulations for 
the government of the army. It is true, indeed, 
that we have at present a volume, entitled “ Army 
Regulations,” which, from its title, might be suppos- 
ed to contain ali that is desired; but whenit is con- 
sidered, that so many of them have been changed, 
countermanded, or rescinded, that it would baffle the - 
skill of a Philadelphia lawyer to determine which of 
them are now in force, that it can no longer be resort- 
ed to asa safe guide in the perplexing and mazy details 
of service. Besides, with all its defects, there are 
but few copies extant; this the writer knows, from 
sad experience, to be the fact, as he has not been 
able in several years service, to procure a copy for 
*‘love or money.” 

When the enquiry was made as to the cause of this 
evil, it was always answered that as a new system of 
regulations was soon to be adopted, it was unneces- 
sary to print another edition of the old one. This 
was satisfactory to every candid, reasonable man. 

Fed by these fond hopes, the army have been pa- 
tiently waiting for the appearance of this new code. 
Something of the kind, it is true, made its appearance, 
some two or three years since, was sent to the seve- 





sarang and stores, we shall leave here this day for ral military posts for the suggestion of modifications 


ampa Bay. 

« The following is a list of the officers of the Van- 
dalia : 

Tuomas Crasp, Esq., Commander. Lieutenants, 
L. M. Powell, J. W. Mooers, W. Smith, F. Chatard. 
Surgeon, W. Plumstead. Asst. Surgeon, C. A. Hass- 
ler. Purser, J. Brooks. Passed. Mid. W.M. Walker, 
(acting master.) Midshipmen, R. N. Stemble, M. 
Woodhull, J. N. Browne, F. Alexander, B. F. B. 
Hunter. Captains Clerk, James E. Brooks. 
fessor of Mathematics, J. H. C. Coffin. 
John Mills. Gunner, W. Craig. 
terson. Sailmaker,M. Wheeden. 
A. M. Tabb.” 


ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 

Feb. 3—Major H. Bache, Top. Eng’rs. Mrs. Meade’s. 
4—Surgeon R, C. Wood, Gadsby’s. 
6—Col. W, J. Worth, Ordnance, do. 

Capt. E. S. Winder, 2d Drag’s, Polk’s. 


Boatswain, 
Yarpenter, W. Pe- 
Purser’s Steward, 





' PASSENGERS. 
New Orveans, Jan. 23.—From Little Rock, per 





‘steamer Neosho, Maj. R. B. Lee, U. S. A., Capt. M. 


W. Bateman, U.S. A. 

Savannau, Feb. 1—per steamboat Ocmulgee, from 
Darien, Col. Pierce, U. S. A. 

New York, Feb. 4—per ship Covington, from Can- 
ton, Lt. J.C. Sharpe, Mid. Wm. R. Gardner, and 2 
seamen of the U. S. East India squadron. 

Per ship Kentucky, from N. Orleans—Captain Linton 
U.S. Marine Cearps, Lieut. Beaufort, U.S. Revenue Ser- 
vice. 


LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
Noroik, Feb. 1, 1837. 

Navv.—Commodores—D. T. Patterson, T. Ap. C. 
Jones; Captains—T. T. Webb, Ward Marston, 2, C. 
W. Morgan, J. Gallagher, W. Ramsay, 6; Lieuts.— 
E. Byrne, 2, S. Lockwood, R. Bache, D. C. Powers, J. 
W, West, 2, C. H. Davis, W. T. Washington, 6; Drs. 
—R. T. Barry, J. F. Brooke, J. A. Lockwood, J. D. 
Miller, A. G. Gambrill, J. R. Peckworth, 2, J.C. Spen- 
cer; Pursers—A. J. Watson, 2, Geo. May, 9, 8. For- 
rest; Midshipmen—T. O. Glascock, 4, J. H. Patterson, 
3, F. Pepin, 2, H. S. Addison, B. Ludlow, H. French, 
T. K. Perlee, G. Williams, Ross Crawford, 2, E. La- 
nier, H. Waddell, H. C. Logue, A. L. Case, Taliaferro, 
C. Green. 


Pro- | 


or improvements; but it was barely an appearance. 
| What has becoine of it, cannot even be conjectured, 
|by the writer; but this he knows full well, that the 
army is at present entirely destitute of any known, 
certified regulations. The confusion and embarras- 
,ments resulting from this in the performance of gar- 
‘Trison and regimental duties, are known and felt by 
every company and field officer ef the service, and 
,are too obvious to require comment. 

The object of this communication is not to reflect 
upon my superiors, but to impress upon their atten- 
ition, the fact that the service is suffering, in every 
department, serious inconvenience, from the above 
cause, there being many young officers desirous of 
acquiring a knowledge of the details of service, and 
know not where to seek it. E. R. L. 


Notre.—We understand that the new code of Ar- 
my Regulations is now nearly ready for distribution, 
and every officer will soon be supplied.— Editor. 





Baton RovcGe, January 20, 1837. 
Mr. Eprtror:—The enclosed I send for publica- 
tion in your paper. When the law was repealed, 
Lieut. Col. Foster was wanting but forty-three days 
of being entitled to a Brevet of Colonel, which in jus- 
tice ought to have been granted him. 
A CITIZEN. 


From the Baton Rouge Gazette. 


COL. W. 8S. FOSTER. 


I yesterday had the pleasure of examining a sword 
presented to Col. Foster, by the non-commissioned 
officers, musicians and privates, of the 4th Regiment 
U. 8. Infantry, for his gallantry during the campaign 
in Florida, in the spring of 1836, whilst in command 
of the Regiment in the field. 

It is an evidence from horest and disinterested 
hearts, of the genuine merit of the commander: and 
shows that he was as careful of the comfort as he was 
watchful of their fame—neglecting none of the im- 
portant duties of his situation,—as the consequent 
suffering from any neglect would have deprived him 
of this beautiful tribute. 
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It is well known that Col. Foster distinguished 
himself during the last war—it is matter of our his- 
tory,—and it is thought by many, that his conducton 
several occasions, in Florida, entitled him toa Brevet, 
as well as several other officers of his Regiment, who 
still remain unrewarded ;—the smiles of the Execu- 
tive not having been particularly attracted to that 
part of Florida, where they performed arduous ser- 
vice, at as much personal hazard, with as brilliant 
results, as have attended any affairs, in proportion to 
the means available for transportation and subsistence. 


CiTIZEN. 
January 10, 1837. 





THE LATE CAPTAIN JOHN CLITZ. 
Fort Brapy, Ist December, 1836. 
At a meeting of all the officers present at the Post, 
the following Preamble and Resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted : 


Whereas, intelligence has lately been received of 


the death of Capt. Joun Crirz, of the 2d Regiment 
of United States Infantry, at Fort Mackinac, a vete- 
ran of the late war, distinguished by courage, mili- 
tary talent, hospitality, and honorable conduct ; there- 
fore, Resolved, é 

I. That by the death of Capt. Clitz, the 2d Regi- 
ment has been deprived of one of its brightest orna- 
ments, and the service generally of a brave and efli- 
cient officer. 

II. That, as a mark of respect for his character, and 
of regret for his death, the customary badge of mourn- 
ing be worn for thirty days. 

III. That we sincerely sympathise with the widow, 
children, and other relatives, in the great loss sus- 
tained by them in his death. 

IV. That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the 
widow of the deceased, and that they be published in 
the Army ar:d Navy Chronicle. 

W. V. COBBS, Bt. Major 2d Inf*y. 


J.B.PORTER, Ass’t Surgeon U.S.A. 
I. R. D. BURNETT, 2d Lt. 2d Inf?y. 








DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 





EXPLORING EXPEDITION, 
From the Globe, Feb. 7. 


Annexed is the copy of an official letter from Lien- 
tenant WiLKEs to the Secretary of the Navy, in re- 
lation to his recent expedition to Europe, for the pur- 
pose of procuring instruments for the South Sea Ex- 
ploring Expedition : 

New York, Jan. 23, 1837. 

Srr: I have the honor herewith. to enclose you a 
list of the instruments I have procured, and brought 
with me, with the exception of one or two, which 
will be sent by the next packet—it was impossible to 

et them ready in time. 

I believe they comprise ali that can in any way be 
useful for scientific purposes in any expedition, and 
are all of the very best construction. They have all 
been obtained from the very first makers at London, 
Paris, and Munich. All those which I have already 
had an opportunity of testing, have proved to me that 

reat attention has been bestowed on them, notwith- 
standing the shortness of time allowed to complete 
them in; and I trust they will be found fully ade- 
quate to all the wants of the expedition. I have also 
obtained the best collection of charts from the En- 
glish and French Hydrographical Bureaus, and a 
small colleetion of standard works, comprising all that 
I deemed would be useful in the diiferent scientific 
departments of the expedition. 

At the desire of the chronometer makers, I have 
brought with me a larger number of chronometers 
than you had specified in my orders, from which to 
make a selection previous to the sailing of the expe- 





poe 
dition. Those that remain are %o be subject to the 
usual trial, before purchased by the navy. Thus far 
they have all performed well. 

Among the instruments, you will perceive two Ex- 
perimental Pendulums, of the latest and most ap- 
proved construction ; one of brass, the other of iron. 
The two bars are each furnished with two knife 
edges, which makes them convertible, and therefore 
equal to four separate pendulums. The whole appa- 
ratus is very complete. With the assistance of Fran- 
cis Bailey, Esq. vice president of the Royal Society, 
a full set of experiments were made at London, thus 
connecting all the results that may be obtained by 
them hereafter, with those of former experimental - 
ists. It willbe necessary to make a complete set in 
the United States, before the sailing of the expediticn; 
and for this purpose a portable house will be necessa- 
ry, and suitable tents, for the construction of which I 
shall have the honor in a few days of submitting 
plans. 

The magnetic apparatus for dip variations and in- 
tensity, &c., were obtained from Dollond, Gambey, 
Robinson, and Simms. Observations for dip varia- 
tions and intensity were made in London at the dif- 
ferent places where the needles now in use in vari- 
ous parts of the world have been observed with, thus 
giving comparative results in magnetisin also. These 
instruments have given very satisfactory results. To 
make a series of them will be necessary before the 
sailing of the expedition. 

The instruments for astronomical observations are 
very superior. The transit has been fitted to make 
with ease observations in the prime vertical for lati- 
tude: and altitude and azimuth instrument, with 
microscopes reading to seconds, together with the re- 
peating circles, will insure all the accuracy possible 
with portable instruments. The meteorological and 
surveying departments will be also found to be well 
supplied with instruments. 

It aliords me great satisfaction to state to you the 
liberality with which assistance was aflorded me in 
my preparations, by the scientific gentlemen in Eu- 
rope, and particularly in England, and to acknow- 
ledge through you how much | feel indebted for the 
assistance they have afforded me, being fully aware, 
without that assistance, I should have been unable to 
have completed them in so short a time, or so effectu- 
ally ; in many instances, they have caused their work 
to be laid aside, in order to expedite that for the ex- 
pedifion. It is impossible for me to give you an ade- 
quate idea of the enthusiasm which prevails on the 
subject of the expedition in Engiand among all classes, 
I am at a loss to conceive what more could be done 
for it, if it was fitting out by their own countrymen, 
to forward its success. I beg leave here to acknow- 
ledge particularly the assistance afforded me at the 
admiralty hydrographieal bureaus of both England 
and France, in obtaining charts and information, by 
Captain Beaufort and Lieutenant Beecher of the royal 
navy of the former, and Mons. Dausey of the latter; 
to Francis Bailey, Esq. vice president of the Royal 
Society, for his unremitted exertions during my 
whole stay in superintending the construction, and 
afterwards for his assistance in making the series of 
pendultm observations which enabled me to become 
acquainted with the best manner of making these 
delicate experiments; from his great experience, and 
that of the Rev. Mr. Sheepshanks, and other gentle- 
men, I was enabled to have the whole apparatus m 
as perfect as possible. To Professor Barlow o 
Royal Academy, Woolwich, and commander Ja 
C. Ross, R. N. for their assistance in the magnetic ob- 
servations; also, to Mons. Lamotte, astronomer of 
the observatory at Munich; to Rev. Mr. Whewell of 
Cambridge, Captains Hall, Sabine, Beechy, and Fitz- 
roy; to Dr. Fitton, Mr. Babbage, and Dr. Ward, of 
London, Messrs.Christie and Davies of Woolwich; and 
likewise the many obligations I feel under to the 
councils and secretaries of the Royal, Astronomical 
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and other societies, and the members thereof, for the | hees, Henry IE. Ballard, William B. Shubrick, Wil- 

very many attentions and valuable papers received | liam ’M. Hunter, E. A. F. Vallette, John Gallagher, 

from them. I feel, also, ‘I should be doing great in- | Thomas H,. Stevens, Alexander Claxton. 

justice if [ omitted to mention the exertions made by| Pursers—Samnuel Hambleton, Wim. P. Zantzinger, 

“Messrs. Dollond, Simms, Jones, Molyneau, Frod-| Thomas J. Chew. } 

sham, Ertel of Munich, and Gambey ot Paris,in the; Surgeons— Thomas Harris, Bailey Washingten, 

ta eagenl of - instruments in the shortest possi- | Robert R. Barton, Charlies B. flamiilon, John A. 

le time, and the > great attentions they have paid to, Kearney. 

them, having with much sacrifice devoted the greate - Chaplain—Th 

part of their time to them. As L shail have an | 

opportunity of communicating with you verbaily | 

in a few days, [ shall leave until then giving you any | 

furiher particulars. | 
With great —— Iam 4 eens 

Your most obedient servant, From the Clobe, February 7th. 
CUARLES WILKES SEMINCLE WAR. 








mas Breese. 

MARINE CORPS. . 
Captain—Arebil yald Henderson. 
Lic utenants—William H. Freeman, James L. Ed- 
wards, and John Contee.— National Inielligencer. 


= 3 





Str: In my Ist letter I inforined you that the 
Exrrorine Exprepirion.—Atong the passen- | mounted imen sight my command were in pursnit of 
gers in the Quebee from London, whose arrival we Powell. ‘Phirty-six negroes,in addition to those al- 
noticed in our Saturday’s pap or, i8] Lieutenant W likes, ready reported, { 16, ] have been cantarad by Lieut. 
of thenavy. This gentieman was despatched in Au- | C olenel Crawford's battalion and the Indian warriors. 
gust last by the departie nt ior the purposes of pro- From them we learn that the Indians have been en- 
curing insiruments for the exploring expedition, and tirely dispersed,and that Powell has with him only 
of coliecting such other information as mizht be of three wairiors and his fam ily. One of the negroes, 
value in promoting x the obje ctof that inter = un-) Primus, who was sent asa messenger to the ladians 
dertaking. We are much gratified in being able to by General Scott or Clinch, during the last winter, 
inform our Rie esy thatethis mission is suce ressfal.— | and reinained with them, cays t! rat he is on the Onith- 
Lieutenant Wilkes has brought wiih hima collection lacoochee sick, and that he can collect about a hun- 
of instruinents more complete an l extensive than any cred warriors. Learning from the prison rs, that the 
government has hitherto furnished to its scic ntifie ex- “— thassee Chief is on the Ouithlacocehie with his 
peditions, ane the seale on which this departinent will, warriors, [ despatched ‘Li ‘ut. Col. Foster.down the 
e fitted out, will fully equal that of the squadron) sonih ‘side of the river with a sma | battalion of in- 
now collected at Norfeik for the purpose. fantry, a company of aviitlery, and M ijor Nelson’s 
In fulfilling the objects of bis mission, Lieutenant, battalion of mounted Georgians, allogethcr about 
Wilkes has received tacililies and assistance of eve-| three hundred nen, and moved cow D the niet side 
ry possil ble d hescription i from those who trom station ofthe river with the marines, a detachinent of attil- 
or scientific attainments had it most in thei ir power 1 ry, a battalion of Al na velnu anata. and a de- 
to be serviceable to him. Amone those in ineiand, facia sat of Indian warriors, in all about seven hun- 





Lieut. u. S. Navy. ‘Heap QUARTERS, NEAR THE Cove OF THE CUITH- . 
Hon. Mauon Dickerson, i LACOOCHIE, 
Secrelary of the Navy. j “January 12, 18387. a 





See 


oe 








who have thus shown a superiority to all national dred ine ly jor the purpose of elcearing the country on 








jealousy, in promoting the success of an cxpedilion, Ti sides of every hostile band. ‘The Tallahassee 
ye .s V4! ; oe Ms Ir entA tn ha tn tha noiehharh e : 7 
of which, althoneh the United States wil i reap the, indians are said to be in the neigiiborhood ; Powell, 





glory, the whole eciviliz d world will partake the ben- “Two days will be employed in examining the 


efits, we especially mention, Earl Minto, the first; swamps, whén, if the enemy snould not be found, I 














; Lord Comnz jissioner of the Admiralty, and Sir Fran-| shall ; roceed down the river, uniie with Lieut. Col. 
a cis Bailey, the President of ihe Astronomical Soci iy loster, aud then be governed by clicumstances. If 
"3 Without the powerful aid of these tw6 distinguished {I should not hear of the enemy below, I shall return 
i persons the object of the mission could have been to Be it Armstrong, and immediately proceed against 
bh neither as well nor as speedily accouplished, and) Sitconopy and Jumper, who, I have good reason to 
‘ they have thus earned a claim to our eratilude as a/b lieve, are on the head waters of the Ocklawaha. 
3 nation.— New York Evenine Post. , | Lhe campaign wil be tedious, but I hope successful 
it in the end. I< oes however, very sanguine; the 
. Ty: ere Fe eee { 2 ep , { } ii 
Wi By the 47th rule of ihe United St tates Senate, eer. | SINS oy Aapeae to fig' Rcd bemy. but to find hii. 
> 3 tain privileged persons are only adinitted op the floor | ne as ee ee gy gl sabtottron of the forces 
=: of that body ag t in session. By a late resolution — _ ge Sees ae oe 
it proposed by Mr. Rives, and adopted, the privilege transportation ore were that « very of Hicer is obliged to 
as , carry seven days’ rations in his haversack. I often 


referred to has been extended to the Army and Navy 
oificers who have received medals for their gallant 
conduct and services during the late war with Great, 
Britain. The following is a list of the officers thus 
highly complimented, with the grade they held whe: 

the medals were grantec 


carry subsistence suiicient ior sixdavs. ‘The means 
of making correct returns are not, therefore, within 
the reach of any nga of this army. The blank re- 
turns to which you refer have not been received. 
| I have the honor to be, sir, 
| Your most obedient servant, 

4iivi0iA Le "sa ral rma 
Generals—Andrew Jackson, Edmund P. Gaines, | Mujor Ceneral C viacote 
William Henry Harrison, Alexander oy oinb, Win-| p a vinmanding 
geld Scott, James Miller, ©. W. Ripley ; Col. George | 


Drig. Gen. pe JONES 
o ’ 
sidjutant General, Washington City. 








ighan, Col. Richard M. Johnson; Ensign E. Shipp. | 
> AVY. Gen. Santa Anna and his aid, Col. ALMONTE, 
Captains— Is aae Hull, David Porter, Jacob Jones, | arrived at Noriolk on Sunday, 24th ult. in the steam- 


James Biddle, Charles oer Daniel T. Patterson, | boat Pochahontas. The boat had been delayed in 
Lewis Warrington, Charles G. Ridgely. | her passage froin Baltimore, by the ice in the river. 

Lieutenants—Charles Morris, Alexander S. Wads-/| Santa Anna was expected to leave Norfolk on Mon- 
worth, George C. Read, Jesse D. Ellioit, Chas. W.| day, the 39th, in the U.S. bark Pioneer, (one of the 
Morgan, John B. Nicolson, Daniel Turner, Edward véssels “esigned for the South Sea ex xploring > expedi- 
R. McCall, David Conner, John T. Newton, Isaac | tion,) under the command of Lieut. Com. TATTNALL, 
Mayo, Stephen Cassin, Joseph Smith, Philip F. Voor- | for v era Cruz. 
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TROUBLE AMONG Tilk INDIANS. 


By a gentleman just up from the 
Wisconsin Territory, we are informed that great ex- 
citement prevails amon the Sacs and Foxes, grow- 
ing ont of the murder of several of iheir tribe by a ima- 
rauding party of Sioux. Several lodges of the Saes 


ering sometinnes like SO On! 
and Foxes, numbering someting like filty souls, "| May, Lieut. N. W. Hunter, Dr. Laub, assistant sur- 


or near the head waters of the Lowa ri ver, were set 
upon by a party of Sioux, and all, wiih ihe exception 
of ten, massacred. ‘These ten escaped and earried 
the intelligence to the rest of the tribe, whereupon 
runners were despatehed to Gen. Sirect, at Rock Is- 
land, soliciting his aid and protection in their behalf. 
The Indians were much excited and were banding to- 
gether with the intention of defending themselves 
from simifar attacks. ‘They hikewise taik loudly of 


ARMY AND 
| —esraietictoetieceietentesiee SEE SPER GINS EO EE SES PE EE ie inte 


| 


lower part of | 


SS 2 TOT 2 


MOVE SMENTTS OF TR OOPS. 

A detachment of one hundred and seventy-five men, 
sonatas of two companies of dragoons a one come 
pany of artillery, unde r the command of Captain Mel- 
lon, arrived at Charleston, on the morning of the 12th, 
in the schooner Portsmouth, from Old £ Point Comfort. 
‘The otiicers are Capt. Mellon, Capt. Beall, Lieut. 











geon U. S. A., passed midshipman M’Laughiia, 
assistant com. and quarter master. 

it being reported that there was small pox on board 
of the Portsmo uth, an exaiuination was made by the 


| port physician, under the, direction ofthe mayor, and 


the report proves to be entirely unfounded. The U.S. 


| Surgeon alco certified that there was not, nor has there 


making war upon their enemies, the Sioux, as soon 


as the “grass grows” ia the spring. 

We are further informed, that a leree body of them | 
have come back upon the Government land, and are 
camped ten or fifteen miles from Bellevieu. When 
our informant pated them what they were doing 
there, they showed him a written permit which had | 
been given them, very improperly, and certainly un- 
lawfully, by some few citiz 
back on the land and hunt. 


ens of Bellevieu, to come | 


| 


This is a hich move on the part ef those who gave! 


this permit to the Indians, and the proner authe 
having control over this matter should lose no time 
in looking into if, 
menced killing the settlers’ ho 
troubling the settlement.- 

From the report? which come in, we antici; rate 
tronble among the Indians in the spriny, on our we 
tern frontier, and should thi yon it prade ut on the part o 
the proper avents that the matter be scen to in sea- 
son.— Galena Adverti-er. 


‘Fe 
riiles 


gs, and are otherwise 


Tue CHrnroxres Dene, ATION, 
that tribe to examine the country set apart 
west of the ] have returned. 
at Decatur in this State on the 10th. on their w ay to 
Georgia. Th y are aceoinpanied by a de ti 
from that portion of the Ch i : 





Lississiy ni, 


‘rokees that are now west 


of the Mis: i issippi. The first deleration is headed by 
_ ' ’ : . 
John Ross, the other by Jolin Looney 


They are said to be extremely dissatisfied with the 
country allot t: dto them, as well as with 
last negociated, for their ren 
country is unfitted to their habits, and exiremely un- 
healthy, and represent, if forest to remove, a more 
Sonthern tract orrht to be previded, or they will 
soon become extinet as a tribe. These are the re- 


, aud thence 


the treaty 


a "yy | 
oval. fuey auege tue 


t 


ports they are about carrying to Georgia 
im:nediately to Washington. 
1 TEMS 

By a Natchitoches paper of the Mih D Dec., we learn 

that the officers and men stationed at Camp Sabine 


under the command of Mator Belknap have been or- 


as the Indians have already coin- | 


| Jury prone yunced th 


dered to remove to Fort Jessup, which wiil be done | 


instanter. 

A joint resolution for the relicf 
has finally passed the Honse of i epresentatives, Tie 
resolution, if adonted by the & lanate, will 
handsome support for the widow of te gallant Com- 
laodere, 


of Mrs. Deeatur, 





Moptie, Jan. 17.—The steamer Champion is just 
arrived fiom Pensacola, and brings information th: 
the U.S. sloop of war Boston arrived har Sean 
a crnise, having on board Judge Ellis, minister to 
Mexico, who p srocecded immediately to Washington 
city. 


General Gaines bas stated that he expects to re- 
main but a thort time longer in the army. 


been, a single ease of siuall pox, or any thing resem- 
ling it, on board of that vessel. 

This detachment siarted again on the I5th, on 
board the steamer Cine innati, Capt. Curry, for St 
| John? S river, Blo 1an. 

The ey votes Gain and dary, Mution, Nevis, 
and Pern, having on be yard 300 U. 5. troops, under the 
command of Colonel Fanning, and destined for Fio- 
rit ia, were towed to sea from Charleston, on the 11th 
iustant, by the steamer Cincinnati, Capt. Curry, 

A cali was made on the 4th ult. for volunteers 


fro:n the 22d regiment, 8. C. militia, for three months’ 
service in Florida, when the quota of that regiment 


was instantly made up by a suliicl 


ent number of per- 
sons Overing themselves. 


OY 


Tue TENNESSEE Troors.—The Mobile Mercan- 
ti} dvertiser, of the Gth ult. says: ‘ “The steamboat 


Meridian arrived here yeste 
with 300 of the brave an “¥ 
teers, ‘Phe residue 
Lan pa ior New Orleans.” 


hat these trevops so gallant, 


Sk 
tords ‘ from Tampa bay, 
alle ri elie volun- 

2 took passage from 


of the brig “ad 


» retieetion t 


high 





3 d and fine Tooking, when they were mustered 
into the U. S. serviee, in the Creek nation last suimn- 
ner, auld co to Fiorida, and there sulfer as they 
save done, and then ref: wn, looking as they now do, 

indeed ha a ti, at. Ve underst and t! vat only a about 
two-thirds of the brivade willevert iptarn to’ Tennessee! 


and that of the ; 500 fine hors 


7 


] vn y had when they 


arrives din the Creck nation, 75 on sare left. 

General Jesup was at Tanipa bay . when the volun- 
tecrsleft. No further mov ‘ements of tue army under 
his comruand had been made. 


troops ror FrorrpA.—The Mobile Mer- 





eantila Advertiser of 6th ult. says: “A detach- 
ment Bf tie ps consisting of 220 men, under the com- 


mand of Lieut. Col. Arrington, left this place this 


inorning in three tr ansports, for Tampa Bay.” 
All the troops at Fort Dearborn, Chicago, Tilinois, 
hirty in number,) marched for Green Bay, oa 


en a) 
Jo 29th Lcc. 


fet t 
(avout t 


Tisersdi 
ioe G rand Jury have presented the Pilot system 
as being ineffie: nt, and oifering no security or ad- 
cali ire to vessels bound info this port. After in- 
qt tirin r into the loss of the Bristol and Mexico, the 
Jury at chene dreadful accidents might 
have been aveited by caution on the part of the offi- 
cors ant l crew of ihe vessels. From the statement of 
Jury it appears, that forty years ago the number of 
Bite! is at thi is port was 20; in 1319, when the present 
framed, there were 38, and now they are 


ot aren. 
SYS.em a3 


| Hanite.t by taw to 6), of which only 50 are competent 


to duty. There are 6 pilot hoats, to which there 

“4 from 3 to 5 apprentices, who, aftera 
service of 5 years, are ecnsids red competent to act 
as Pile ts—but trom the working of the present sys- 
tern afier a labour of years, exposed to all weathers 
uml fe tol ips, they are demed the rightof exercising 
a vocation for which they have been prepared by ex- 
cessive toil and exertion. The Grand Jury call for 
ihe repeal of the present Pilot law, which is at vari- 
ance with the principles of a free government —New 
York Star. 
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NAVAL INTELLIGENCE. 
Extract of a letter from an officer attached to the U. 8. 
barque Pioneer, dated Norfoli:, Jan. 17, 1837. 


“ We arrived at this anchorage yesterday, after a 
stormy, disagreeable passage of 18 days. We en- 
countered heavy gales from the northward and west. 
ward, alternately, which drove us nearly across the 
Gulf Stream. We had for the first week out all-our 
rigging frozen. ‘The ropes were frozen in the blocks, 
so that it was a most difficult matter to shorten sail 
when necessary. Our bowsprit, and rigging about it, 
was completely cased in ice. I do not believe that 
we shall have much more ice at the South Pole, than 
we have had during our first week out from Boston. 
Our barque is an admirable sea-boat, the best one 
ever I served in; the seamen all say that they never 
saw a better. She is very stilf, although it was pre- 
dicted at Boston that she would be crank, or top heavy. 
She is also a very fair sailer, and what is still more 
to the purpose, a very weatherly vessel; that is, we 

o to windward when close hauled by the wind. 

“his is an especial advantage, as when we have con- 
trary winds it enables us to beat to windward, and 
gain moré than a vessel that is not weatherly. 

‘* We have good ward stoves, both in the cabin and 
ward room, which alone kept us and the men from 
freezing. We were compelled to let half of the watch 
of seamen on deck, go below, and relieve each other 
on deck every half hour. 

«The Consort, also, bore herself nobly, and part- 
ed company in a snow storm, on the 5th day out.— 
She has not arrived, but may be hourly expected.” 





Extract ofa letter from Com. Edmund P. Kennedy, to 
the Secretary of the Navy, dated 
U.S. Sure Peacock, 
Acapulco, Dec. 6, 1836. 

«T have the honor to inform you of my arrival at 
this port on the 3d instant, with the crew all well, 
and to enclose duplicate of iny communication of the 
14th ultimo, with list of officers of this ship and the 
schooner Enterprise. The harbor of Acaputco is 
perhaps one of the finest in the world, being entirely 
land bound. The town, however, is very much di- 
lapidated, and no stores of any kind can be procured. 
The flour of the country is sold at $32 per barrel. 
Good water and fresh beef are abundant. 

. ¥ * * * * 

“The best idea of the rapid decaysof this place can 
be formed from the fact that the guns of the fane fort 
which commands the harbor were in such acondition, 
that after firing seven guns in return to our salute, 
they were not able to complete the number, and were 
compelled, after a delay of two days, to cssign this 
as an apology for not returning our salute. 

I leave here on the 10th instant on my way to Val- 
paraiso, having only touched for a supply of water.” 

A letter from an officer on board the United States 
ship Peacock, dated at Acapulco, Dec. 5, 1836, re- 

orts the officers and crew all well. The following 
is a list of the officers : 

Commodore, E. P. Kennedy; Commander, C. K. 
Stribling ; Lieutenants, Wm. Green, C. C. Turner, 
R. L. Page, 5. W. Godon, Thoinas R. Rootes ; 
Fleet Surgeon, W. S. W. Rusehenberger ; Assistant 
Surgeon, David Harlan ; Purser (acting) Edward 8. 
Wheeler; Master, Wm. Leigh; Midshipmen, G. W. 
Chapman, W. 8. Drayton, C. Richardson, E. S. Hut- 
ter, Wm. G. Benham, Henry Cadwalader; Captain’s 
Clerk, John Clare; Sail Maker, James Ferguson; 
Gunner, Archibald 8S. Lewis ; Boaiswain, V. R. Hall; 
Carpenter, N.S. Lee. 








From Carrrornra.—aA letter from a shipmaster 
at Monterey, California, dated October 29, speaking 
of the visit of the United States ship Peacock to that 
coast, states that the object of her visit was to inquire 








into the seizure of the brig Loriot* and cargo, and of 
the confinement of Mr. Alpheus B. Thompson, her 
supercargo. Mr. T. had been released some time 
before the arrival of the P. on his giving bond for his 
appearance. Captain Kennedy has demanded his dis- 
charge froin his bonds, as the proceedings of the au- 
thorities of Monterey appeared to be highly unjustifia- 
ble. Captain K. displayed a lively interest in our 
commerce on that coast. His visit was highly grati- 
fying to the Americans, and had tended greatly to 
promote their welfare and security.—WN. Y. Star. 

* This vessel has been erroneously reported the Boli- 
var Liberator. 





Pensacota, Jan. 21. 

Navat.—The U.S. sloop of war Boston arrived 
here on Sunday the 15th inst. from Vera Cruz. The 
officers and crew all well. We have been politely 
furnished with the following memorandum of the 
cruise : 

** Sailed from Pensacola on the morning of th» 25th 
November, arrived off the 8S. W. Pass on the morning 
of the 26th; sailed from the S. W. Pass on the morn- 
ing of the 27th; arrived off Galveston Island on the 
morning of the 2d Dee.; sailed on the evening of the 
same day, arrived off Tampico on the 13th of Dec.; 
arrived at Vera Cruz on the 24th; sailed on the 3d 
day of Jan., anchored off the Balize on the evening 
of the 12th, and arrived at Pensacola on the 15th.” 

Judge Ellis, our Minister to the Mexican Repub- 
lic, aud Secretary, came passengers in the Boston, 
and departed immediately for Washington. 

The inen detained by the authorities at Vera Cruz 
from the Natchez, had been delivered % on the ap- 
plication of Capt. Dulany, and brought home in the 
Boston. 

The following is a list of the officers attached to 
the Boston: 

Master Com’t. B. Dulany ; Lieutenants, John Kelly, 
Fitz Allen Deas, N. M. Howison, and Edwin W. 
Moore; Acting Master, G. Gansevoort; Surgeon, W. 
Johnson; Passed Ass’tdo. H. N. Glentworth ; Purser, 
P. A. Southall; Passed Mid’n, J.J. B. Walbach and 
J. Anderson; Midshipmen, J. F. Armstrong, J. D. 
Johnson, J. C. Howell, J. Rutledge, G. M. Comegys; 
Caplain’s Cleric, J. W. Getty; Boatswain, G. Elli- 
son; Gunner, J. Carpenter; Sailmaker, W. Addams; 
Purser’s Steward, B. Prescott. 

The U.S. Sloop of War Vandalia, Capt. Crabb, 
sailed this morning for Tampa Bay.— Gazette. 





Pensacora, Dec. 31. 

Navat.—The U. S. sloop of war St. Louis ar- 
rived here on Thursday last from Tampa Bay. She 
brings no news of importance from the seat of war. 
Gen. Jesup had returned to Tampa from Volusia 
when the St. Louis sailed, and the Tennessee troops 
were there awaiting transportation. 

In our last we omitted to mention a trip of the 
Grampus. It had become necessary to send des- 
patches to the sloop of war Natchez, then supposed 
to be at Balize. The Grampus left here with these 
despatches on Thursday, and delivered them on board 
the Natchez and returned on Saturday following. 
We have heard that she was absent only 36 hours. 
If'so, her trip was probably in a shorter time than it 
has ever been made in by any other vessel.— Gazette. 

The court of inquiry on charges preferred against 
Lieutenant Colonel Mason, of the Ist Dragoons, is 
now sitting at Fort Gibson, Lieut. Col. Burbank, 
President, Major Wharton, and Major Young, mem- 
bers. Lieutenant Col. Fowler of the Arkansas vo- 
lunteers, has requested a court of inquiry on his con- 
duet, which has been granted, Captain Bonneville, 
of the 7th infantry, President—Captain Hawkins, of 
the 7th, and Captain Trenor of the Dragoons, mem- 
bers.—Arkansas Gazette. 
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From the Flemingsburg, Ky. Whig. 

Lack Hawx.—I have seen it stated in the Mays- 
agle and other papers, that the celebrated In- 
arrior, Black Hawk, was lately drowned in 

crossing the Iowa river, while returning from the 
treaty at Rock Island. Thisis a mistake. ‘The wri- 
ter of this saw Black Hawk after he had returned 
from the treaty. He was in Burlington on the Mis- 
sissippi river, and had crossed the lowa some days 
before on his return home. The report of the death of 
this distinguished individual has probably arisen from 
a circumstance which occurred whilst he was encamp- 
ed with his party, in the neighborhood of Burlington. 
They had come down the Mississippi, from the treaty 
ground, in their canoes, and spent some days in the 
town; they held there a general feast of rejoicing-- 
which continued as long as their liquor lasted, and in 
crossing one of the sloughs near town,"Black Hawk, 
who was in a state of intoxication, fell in and lost his 
hat. This was found some days after the Indians had 
departed ; and as no other Indian wears a hat, it gave 
rise to the report that Black Hawk was drowned ; 
and such was believed to be the case until the facts 
were ascertained, which proved to be as I have re- 
lated. 

Black Hawk resides near Camp Des Moines, in 
Ouisconsin Territory, on the Mississippi river, and at 
the head of the Des Moines Rapids, except when he 


is absent at his village on the head waters of the Des 
Moines river. 5. 





FREDERICKSBURG, Va., Feb. 3. 

Gen. Duncan L. Cuincu, late of the U. S. Army, 
arrived in Fredericksburg on Sunday evening last, 
on his way to his residence in the South. At the so- | 
licitation of a number of citizens he was induced to | 
spend a day here, in order that his friends might have | 
an opportunity of testifying their respect for his emi- 
nent private worth and military services, by a pubjic 
dinner. Accordingly it took place on Monday even- | 
ing, at the Rappahannock House, and, notwithstand- | 
ing the shortness of the notice, was respectably at- | 
tended. ‘The evening passed very pleasantiy. The | 
impression made in our society, by the gentle- | 
manly and soldier-like bearing of Gen. Clinch, will | 
not soon be forgotten. Noone can cease to regret 
that any circumstances should have deprived the ar- | 
my ofsuch a man.—.drenw. 








§3- On the 18th inst. the s-hooner Benjamin Gai- | 
ther, Smith, master, on her way to this port, 35 days | 
out from Curacoa, in lat. 36 44, N. lon. 69 12, W. fell | 
in with H. B. M. packet Hope, Captain Cox, the | 
crew of the Benj. Gaither being then-entirely out of 
all stores, and almost in a state of starvation. On 
coming within hail, the commander of the packet 
asked if the schooner was in want of any thing, and 
upon being informed of her situation, she imimediate- 
ly laid to and supplied every thing that could possi- 
bly be required, even to simall cabin stores. The | 
packet laid by the schooner upwards of two hours, 
and her officers and crew added to the favors they 
bestowed by the kindness of their manner. The un- 
dersigned feels it a grateful duty he owes to Capt. | 
Cox, and his gallant oificers and crew, for their libe- 


ral and gentlemanly conduct, thus publicly to make | 
known his expression of heartfelt thanks. | 
R. R. SMITH. | 
New York, Jan. 30th, 1837. | 





Nationa Hostitatirires.—The following nete, 
as honorable to it authors as to those to whom it was 


addressed, was published, under the signature of the | 
Commander of the Frencu brig of war GazeLte, in | 
the New Orleans paper of Deceinber 31: 

“In leaving, with regret, the banks of the Missis- 


sippi, the Captain and Officers of the Brig Gazeutr was to have been exhibited, for the first time, on the 


consider it as a duty to address a word, at parting, to 
the amiable inhabitants of New Orteans. They 








will treasure up in their best recollection the - cordial 
reception they have experienced, and, filled with 
the most lively gratitude, they will attempt to acquit 
themselves of some part of their debt of obligation, 
by announcing, when they reach their country, the 
noble sentiments and open-hearted hospitality which 
they experienced in the capital of Lovis1ana.” 





THE SEA WALL.—This important work has been 
commenced uuder the superintendence of F. L. Dan- 
cy, Esq., agent of the Engineer Department. 

We understand that the old wall will be taken down 
and a new one built about 40 feet further out. The 
new wall will commence at the Fort, in a straight 
line, until it strikes the second pier of the wharf, and 
from thence to the foot of Bridge Street, whence it 
will be continued to the Barrack wharf. 

This will be an improyement of great benefit to our 
city, and particularly to those who have property in 
the vicinity of the wall.—St. Augustine Herald. 





TELEGRAPHS.—Messrs. Servel & Ganon, lately 
arrived from Europe, are the inventors of an highly 
improved system of Telegraphing, by which they 
can communicate any correspondence or despatch, 
however large or difficult, word for word, without 
using more signals than there are words in the des- 
patch, and with the most exact orthography and 
punctuation, and as expeditiously as any man can 
write. They are about forming a company for the 
establishment of a line from Boston to New Orleans. 
The Messrs. Hudson are connected with them in the 
enterprise. The system appears to be perfect, and 
will be of immense utility and service to this great 
and growing nation.— New York Express. 





We learn that the Charleston and Cincinnati Rail 
Road Company have tendered to Major W. Grxss 
McNett, of the U. 8. Topographical Engineers, the 
appointment of chief engineer of their great work. A 
more judicious selection could not have been made, 


and it affords another evidence of what we have here- 


tofore said, that * Major McNeill is by general con- 
sent, considered one of the best, if not the very best, 
civil engineer in the United States.” We have fora 
long time considered him without a superior in his 
proiession.—N. Y. Courier. 





Desratcn.—The New York Gazette states thata 
gentleman left that city on the 24th November last 
in the packet ship St. Andrew, Captain Thompson 
for Liverpool, where he arrived in fifteen daysygnd a 
half passage. He travelled through several of the 
manufacturing districts and transacted his business 
which carried hiin to England, returned to Liverpool 
and embarked thence in the South America for this 
port, on the 21st Dec. having been twelve days ashore, 


and reached here again on the 19th Jan., having on- 
ly been absent jifly six days. 





SPANISH CONSULATE. 
CHARLESTON, Jan. 25, 1837, 
NOTICE TO MARINERS, 
The old Light House at the harbor of St. 


tian, situated on the top of the Mountain Ygudo, was 


to have been removed to the ‘side of the Mountain 
Orguilo, which forms the eastern part of the pier of 
that harbor, and whereon is situated the Fort of the 
Mota. 

The New Light House lies in 43d. 19m. 33s. of 
north latitude, and in 4d, 17m. 57s. of east longitude 
from Cadiz ; is distant about a mile east ffom the old 
one, and the top of it is at an elevation of 221 feet 
above the level of the sea. 

The light, which is stationary, on a clear night, can 
be seen at a distance of upwards of fifteen miles, and 


14th September last. It will be continued from the 
14th of September to the 3d day of May in each year. 
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at Paris, there are 3,200 old soldiers, and 300 ojiicers 
—the biind, withered, and la:ne, of the grand arinies 
of France. Many of these oid braves are fond of read- 
ing, aml an interesting spectacle is often witnessed in 
the library room connected with the institution. ‘There 
is one old soldier who can read very well; but having 
Jost both his arms, he is unable to hold a buok. There 
is another who has both his hands, but has lost his 
eyes. ‘hey were often seen together. the blind man 
holding a book, which the other reads aloud for the 
benefit of both. 

OsepIeNceE—MILITARY—must be implicitand un- 
reasoning. ‘* Sir,” said the Duke of Wellington to an 

‘ officer of enzineers, wh ered the impossibility of 

executing the direction Pa received, « I did not 

ask your opinion, I gave you my orders, and Ll expec 
+ to be obeyed.” 

This was declared by one of the men, who was the 
wit of the company, to be ** short and sweet, like the 
gallop of a jackass.” —Military Magazine. 

Minirary Grory.—Encouragement to British Sol- 
diers.—Diring the five years ending on the 3ist of 
September last, 1227 British soldiers, that is above 245 
soldiers yearly, of that part of the army within the 
United Kingdom, were subjected to corporeal punish- 
ment. During the same period, 332 inarines under- 
went the same punishinent; and that of these 1559 
persons, 242 were flozred a second time, and dia 
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third time. . 
bY SOVEREIGNS oF Evropr.—Phe following are the 
e ages of the respective soversizns of Europe :— 
The King of Sweden, (Bernadotte,) 72 years. 
5 “© Pone of Rome, 7 * 
«Kinz of England, | 
«King of Denmark, 65 << 
Bf « King of Prussia, G6 * 
ae “© King of the Netherlanda, 635° 
ime «King of the Freneh, 64 * 
} f “ King of Wurlemberg, 55 «ss 
: «© Sultan, 61 
Bi ‘6 King of Bavaria, 5) 
“© Kine of the Belrians, 45 46 
' « FE:zaperor of Austria, 43 * 
«© Emperor of Russia, 40 «8 
, “King of Sardinia, 33 (¢s 
- «© King of Naples, 36 Ss 
«“ King of Greece, 21 « 
f “ Queen of Portu zal, 17 « 
iy « Queen of Spain, G « 
F, 





DIsEASES IN THE ARMY.—It is stated in a weil 
known treatise by Dr. Miller, on hospitals, that even 
in the case of army service, out of about 14,990 sick, 
only 1,309 died of wounds, but 6,500 of general dis- 
ease; and inan essay by Sir Gilbert Blane, in the 
Medico Chirurgical Transactions, that in the Na-ier 
Hospital were above 3,090 imedical cases to 1,590 sur- 
gical cases. Also in an essay by Siu James ivi Gre- 
gor, on the cases treated by the army medical officers 
during the Peninsular campaign, that including, under 
the name of surgical cases, all that in civil practice 
would be ealied so, there were 52,039 surgical cases to 
123,000 medical cases. 
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Untrep Service Mvseum.—The sword worn by 
Gen. Wolfe, when he fell at Quebec, 1759, has been 
presented to this institution by Georze Warde, Es 4., 
of Beadmont, Sevenoaks, whose treat unele, General 
Warde, was executor of Mrs. Henrietta Wolfe, the 

- ® : ' ° 
heir’s mother. It is a short Saxon biade. 
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Charles the Tenth, the ex-king of France, died of 
cholera, at Goritz, in Carniola, on the 6th of Novem 
ber. He was in the 79th year of his age. The attack 
was rapidly fatal, a few hours only having intervened 
between its commencement and termination. 








ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 
ITE CEE I PE we A SEAS 
FOREIGN MISCELLANY. ARMY. 
ZL : de 
Tue Honors or war.—In the Hotel destnvalides, OFFICIAL. ** 


GENERAL ORDER, 
No. 2. 
ApsuTANT GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
Washington, Feb. 3, 1837. 
1.—The Secretary of War, ad inierim, has received 
the following resolution from the Senate of the United 
States : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
cause an €xamination to be made by a board of officers, 
into the improvements in fire arms made by Hali, Co- 
chran, Colt, and the Baron Hackett; and that the gene- 
ral results be presented tothe Senate in tabular state 
ments, showing the advantages of cach in all important 
inilitary points of view, and especially as to— 

i. The celerity of fire. 

2. ‘i he extent of the recoil. 

3. The efficiency of the fire. 

4. The inconvenience from heated barrel in rapid 
firing. 

5. The capacity of being used as a rifle. 

6. The simplicity and cheapness of construction. 

7. Durability. 

8. Saving of ammunition and appendages. 

9. ‘fhe number of charges which may be carried by an 
infantry soldier. 

10. The advantages when used against a charge of 
cavalry. 

ll. The advantages when used by cavalry. 

If.—In conformity with the provisions of the foregoing 
resolution, the Sceretary directs that a board, to be com- 
posed of the following officers, to wit: 

Brev. Brig. Gen. J. R. Fenwick, Colonel of the 4th 
Artillery; 

Brev. Brig. Gen. N. Towson, Paymaster General; 

Col. G. Caoauan, Inspector General ; 

Brey. Lt. Col. Woatu, Ordnance 5 

Lt. Col. Watnwaicut, Marine Corps; 

Lt. Col. Tatcorr, Ordnance ; 

Capt. B. Hucer, Ordnance 5 
be assembled at the Washington Arsenal on Monday, 
the 23th of February instant, at 11 o’elock, for the pur- 
pose of making a thorough examination of the improves 
ments in fire-arms made by Hail, Colt, Cochran, and the 
Baron Hackett, in the mauner and mode specified in the 
resolution. 

til.—The board will report the general results, for 
the information of the Secretary of War, in tabular form, 
showing the utility of each fire-arm in all important 
military points of view, as required by the resolution ; 
and willaiso report such farther information on the sub- 
jvet as they may be able to communicate, with their 
opinion on the relative advantages of the several im- 
provemcuts submitted to their examination. 

Pirct Lieutenant J. N. Macoms of the Artillery, and 
Aid-de-eamp, will record the proceedings of the board. 

By order: ROGER JONES, 
Adj. Gen. of the Army. 
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In Washington, on Thursday, the 2d inst., by the 
Rev. De. Lauric, RICHARD SOMERS SMITH, of 
Philadeiphia, and late of the U.S. army, to ELLEN 


“TARION, daughter of MaitHew £1. Ciara Clarke, 
Esq. 


At Trinity Church, Washington, this morning 9th 
inst. by the Rev. Mr. Owen, Major E. J. WEED, of 
the Marine Corps, to Miss JULIA L. WHITNEY, eld- 


=? 


est daughier of Reusen M. Wuirney, Esq. 








See 


» DEATIIS. 





ge Albon, (Mi.) of pulmonary consumption ; 

on the 2ith ult., Mr. LUTHER S. CREECY, late 
acting midshipman on board of the U.S. frigate Constel- 
lation. 

At Fort Washington, on the 17th ultimo, FExviza 
Nort, aged 5 years and 10 months, daughter of Major 
H. Saunpers, of the U.S. armv. 

In this city, on Saturday last, Major MILO MASON, 
of the U.S. army. 








